


Inspiration
We believe students at Park House School should be inspired and

inspiring in equal measure - inspired by all aspects of their

education and, in turn, young people who inspire everyone around

them with their commitment, values and achievements.

This commitment to inspiring the very best in

our students makes us both a very happy and a

highly successful school. Park House is a dynamic

learning community which was amongst the very

first in the country to achieve Academy status. We

are proud that this reflects a unique combination

of high standards of achievement and behaviour,

innovative learning and traditional values in relation

to students’ wellbeing and personal development.

It also means that we have the highest

expectations of our students and are proud of all

that they do and achieve. In return, we aim to

ensure that they enjoy learning and achieve

‘personal bests’ in all areas of their school life. 

Our emphasis on outstanding teaching, a

personally tailored curriculum and individual care

based on a clear set of values has created a very

special learning culture at Park House; a culture

in which mutual trust and respect make a ‘big’

school seem like a ‘small’ community – a

community in which students feel welcome and

special from their first day.

Please take the opportunity to visit us and

experience the atmosphere at first hand. I am

confident that you will feel as I do that this is a

school in which any parent would wish their son

or daughter to develop as a responsible and

caring young adult. It is a school where they will

be inspired to learn, in which they will be happy,

make lasting friendships, feel valued as an

individual and achieve their full potential.

I am delighted that you are considering Park

House and look forward to being inspired by your

son or daughter’s learning with us.

Damian Crabbe, Principal
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Excellence
Students at Park House aspire to excellence in all that they do.

Academically, the achievements of our students

at GCSE and in the Sixth Form consistently place

us amongst the very highest performing schools in

the country. This success is based on a number of

important factors. 

The excellent relationships which exist

between students and teachers are crucial. We

are especially proud of the atmosphere of trust,

support and mutual respect which is evident

throughout the school. It is also based upon 

a highly motivating curriculum, tailored to the

personal interests of the individual student.

Student achievement is therefore based on

individual potential and the passion to succeed.

Students are also inspired to excel through a

diverse and comprehensive extra-curricular prog-

ramme. Motivating visits to leading universities,

including annual residential experiences at Oxford

Colleges contribute to this aspirational learning

culture. As the south’s Centre of Excellence for

teaching Computer Science, we really are at the

leading edge of learning in every respect.

We also believe that our students excel

because they learn at a school where every

individual is valued and supported, and where 

they can learn free from disruption. Our year

heads and tutors move up through the school 

with students. They closely monitor and report on

progress to ensure that parents are very much

part of a learning partnership committed to getting

the very best from every individual. 

As a result, our students excel in the classroom,

but also in relation to their personal development

and diverse contribution to life the community.
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Courage & Determination
Our students excel because they develop the qualities of Courage

and Determination. These are nurtured across every aspect of

school life and, whether it be on the sports field, in the classroom

or at many of our clubs and societies, we are proud that Park House

students leave us able to meet the challenge of succeeding in

whatever field they choose.

In sport, there are opportunities for all to 

take on leadership roles which extend their

learning and personal development. Many work

as Junior Sports or Subject Leaders in our

partner primary schools. Others ‘graduate’ as

‘Young Ambassadors’, playing a broader role in

activities for young people across and beyond

West Berkshire. 

These highly skilled and motivated young

leaders have, for example, played an interna-

tionally recognised role in the development of

partnerships with schools in South Africa, Japan

and Mongolia. 

Leadership skills and individual strengths are

also developed through the thriving Duke of

Edinburgh Award Scheme at Bronze, Silver and

Gold levels. In the Sixth Form, this extends to the

World Challenge, where students organise their

own global expedition. Participation in prestigious

national competitions, such as the Magistrates’

Mock Trial and Observer Mace Debating, further

challenge students to achieve their very best, as

do our residential enrichment visits to Oxford and

Bath Universities. 

As part of our business and enterprise edu-

cation programme, students additionally have the

opportunity to develop leadership and business

skills through a unique partnership with IBM. 

Many students comment on how these

activities are amongst the most memorable of

their school lives and bring out personal qualities

and team-working skills.
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Friendship & Respect
Friendship and Respect lie at the heart of life at Park House. We

develop them through our tutor system, fantastic extra-curricular

activities and international partnerships.

On entering the school in Year 7, we aim to

ensure that each student is placed in a tutor group

with others that they know or with whom they share

similar interests. They stay with that group through

the school, so that they are known and valued as

individuals. 

With many different primary schools repres-

ented in the Park House community, existing

friendships are strengthened and new ones

blossom. As a student, you will feel immediately

welcome at Park House, and our extensive extra-

curricular activities and clubs provide places where

new friendships based on shared interests can

grow and develop.

We promote healthy lifestyles and help students

understand the importance of both physical and

mental well-being. Our Wellness Centre, school

nurse and school counsellor team ensure students

are well supported, whilst our links to a wide 

range of national and local organisations enable 

us to offer amazing opportunities to athletes and

performers in many fields.

In Music, we are thrilled to offer students the

chance to perform in our school band, orchestra and

choir, with music tuition offered in many instruments.

In Drama there is the annual school production,

which provides a wonderful showcase for the talents

of our students. In Dance, we enjoy a reputation 

as a national centre of excellence and annually 

host Newbury’s acclaimed ‘Encompass’ festival. 

Mutual respect is evident throughout the school.

It is also further developed through an unrivalled

range of international learning partnerships which

promote understanding and very special

friendships with young people in schools right

across the world. 

Taken together, these opportunities all add to 

a vibrant, all-round educational experience 

which builds lifelong memories and long-lasting

friendships.
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Equality
Everyone at Park House enjoys an equality of opportunity. The

opportunity to learn and progress to the very best of their ability

and potential – right through to our thriving Sixth Form. 

The majority of our students already stay on after

Year 11 to join our Sixth Form where they can

study A level and BTEC courses in over 30

different subjects – and now a special three-year

Access to A Level programme, which will enable all

to benefit from post-16 study.

Situated in its own specialist study and social

centre, the Sixth Form has its own identity – and

business dress code – but is also very much part

of the whole school community.

The Head Boy and Head Girl chair our Student

Council, comprised of representatives from all the

other year groups. Sixth Formers also play a major

role in organising events and activities for younger

students. They therefore act as role models and

mentors, supporting and encouraging the culture of

high expectation and achievement which runs

through the school.

Sixth Form events, such as the annual Art

Exhibition and Theatre Studies Showcase, are also

creative highlights of the school calendar, inspiring

younger students to rise to the challenge of

producing their very best and to aim consistently

high in all of their studies.

For most of our Sixth Formers, we are a gateway

to another phase in their individual learning, with

90% each year going on to degree level studies at

University, including Oxford and Cambridge. 

Equality at Park House also means the oppor-

tunity to study courses which meet special

learning interests and needs. Within our flexible

curriculum, there is the opportunity to follow voc-

ational courses in Digital Media, Public Services,

Health and Social Care and Leisure and Tourism

– as well as all the ‘traditional’ subjects offered in

a leading academy.
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Freedom
Our students have the freedom to learn and achieve due to the

combination of a fantastic learning environment, great facilities, a

uniquely flexible curriculum and our global approach to learning.

Park House provides a stimulating yet calm

and purposeful learning environment in which

students can work free from disruption. Centred

around a beautiful Victorian country house set in

mature parkland, the school site offers an uplifting

learning environment combining tranquillity with

state-of-the-art facilities. These include our

Wellness Centre, Dance Studio, Music Technology

Suite, specialist Science laboratories and floodlit

3G Astroturf surface. They enable us to offer the

widest range of courses – both during and

beyond the school day.  

Within the curriculum, subjects such as

Geography provide fieldwork opportunities as a

core part of their programmes of study. These,

together with regular theatre and art gallery visits,

add a cultural richness to a fully rounded

educational experience.

Further afield, the opportunities for global

learning at Park House are truly inspirational.

They include language exchanges to France, an

annual ski trip, international sports tours,

specialist interest trips to places like the First

World War battlefields and our very special

partnerships with schools in Japan, South Africa

and Mongolia.  

At Park House, students therefore enjoy the

freedom to experience learning that can take

them in many different directions and, in many

cases, almost literally anywhere in the world! 

Taken together, we believe that these freedoms

to participate, progress and achieve mean that

our students leave us uniquely prepared for the

next steps in their young adult lives with a clear

sense of the values of learning. Values that inspire

confidence and shape success. 
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“Your school is one of the top 100 non-selective state-funded
schools in England showing the greatest sustained improvement
in the percentage of pupils achieving five or more A*-C grades,
including English and Mathematics GCSEs.”

Nick Gibb, MP, Minister of State for Schools, 2016

A Valued School
“I have never known a school so
positively embrace the Olympic and
Paralympic spirit and values. This has to
be a major reason for the year group’s
record-breaking achievements.” 
Clare Balding, Presenter, Writer & Broadcaster

“Having been here from Year 7, we are
both exceptionally proud of Park House.

We have been privileged to attend 
such a wonderful school that has an 

enormous community feel to it.”
Alfred Bradley and Rebecca Sheldon, 
Head Boy & Head Girl, 2021–2022

“Leaving the parent/teacher meeting 
we felt like we were walking on air. 
A good Year 7 makes a good foundation.
You have provided this for our daughter.
We know she is in good hands, contented,
happy and learning. What more could we
ask? Thank you.” Year 7 parent

“I just wanted to say how much 
we enjoyed the recent Park House
concerts. It was clear to see just 
how much confidence members 
of staff engender in the children 
and how happy and well engaged 

they all are.” Year 7 parent

“Your work with School No.79 
in Mongolia is a real inspiration.” 
Baroness Campbell, Chair, Youth Sport Trust

“I am really excited to be working 
with Park House School. They are
inspirational in the way they are 
trying to live their lives by the 
Olympic and Paralympic values 
and sharing those values with 
other students around the world.” 
Paralympic Gold Medallist, Danny Crates
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