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HOW TO APPLY FOR A PLACE AT PARK HOUSE SCHOOL
Parents applying for a place in September 2022 must apply using the County application form which is obtainable either
directly from the Primary School or from either of the following addresses:

West Berkshire:

Student Admissions
West Berks Council
Avonbank House
West Street
Newbury
Berks RG14 1BZ

info.westberks.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions

Online applications can be submitted via the websites above, otherwise application forms should be returned to the
relevant council admissions department by 31st October 2021.

All students, regardless of their home address, are considered for places at Park House School.
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TERM DATES 2021-2022

Term 1 3 September to 22October 2021

Autumn Break 23October to 31 October 2021

Term 2 1 November to 17December 2021 

Christmas Break 18December 2021 to 3 January 2022

Term 3 4January to 18 February 2022

Spring Break 19 February to 27 February 2022

Term 4 28 February to 8 April 2022

Easter Break 9 April to 24 April 2022

Term 5 25 April to 27 May 2022

Summer Break 28 May to 5 June 2022

Term 6 6 June to 20 July 2022

Summer Holiday 21July 2022

THE NORMAL TEACHING DAY
Start Time 8.35am

Tutorial 8.35am to 9.10

Lesson 1 9.10am to 10.10am

Lesson 2 10.15am to 11.15am

Break 11.15am to 11.35am

Lesson 3 11.35am to 12.35pm

Lesson 4 12.40pm to 1.40pm

Lunch 1.40pm to 2.25pm

Lesson 5 2.25pm to 3.25pm

Lesson 6 (Sixth Form only) 3:30pm to 4.30pm

SCHOOL AIMS 
To provide the opportunity for all students to realise their
full potential by helping them to acquire knowledge and
practical skills and to develop strength of character.

OUR OBJECTIVES 
1. To continue our tradition of providing a stable,

stimulating and disciplined environment in which
teachers can teach effectively and students enjoy
learning.

2. To develop self-sufficiency and self-confidence in
students by encouraging sound organisation of their
studies at home and at school.

3. To welcome and encourage from our students signs
of individuality, freedom of thought, originality and
initiative where these contribute positively to their
development.

4. To create an environment in which hard work and
sustained effort are accepted as the norm.

5. To provide a wide range of activities both inside and
outside the timetable that will directly help students to
make good use of their leisure time.

6. To provide a caring and supportive community which
prepares our students to take their places in adult
society as capable, tolerant, willing and interested
young citizens.

STUDENT ORGANISATION
On starting at Park House students in Year 7 are 
allocated a tutor group which contains a full range of
student abilities.

The tutor group remains the pastoral group throughout a
student’s career at Park House; the tutors move through
the school with the tutor group wherever possible.

Each team of tutors is co-ordinated by a Head of
Learning, who also moves through the school with the
year group.

AIMS OF THE CURRICULUM 
The Local Advisory Body have endorsed the following
aims for 
the school’s curriculum. Each student will follow a
curriculum which:  

a. is broad, balanced and relevant to their development
and prepares them for the world of work

b. is based on the core and foundation subjects of the
National Curriculum at Key Stages 3 and 4

c. challenges students to use their abilities and aptitudes
to achieve their full potential

d. promotes equality of opportunity, and develops
understanding of, and respect for, the rights of others

e. works in partnership with the family/guardians, the
business community, and society at large

The school also expects each student to develop a
sense of responsibility, leadership, ambition for their own
success and to have a sense of pride in themselves and
in their school.

At Park House we operate a two-year Key Stage 3 and a
flexible three-year Key Stage 4 with GCSEs and
equivalent courses starting in Year 9. This is designed to:

• widen subject choice

• further personalise the curriculum so that students
can learn at the pace which is most appropriate to
their individual needs

• increase the challenge and motivation for students

KEY STAGE 3 
In Year 7 and 8 students are set by ability, as
appropriate, for English, Mathematics and Science.
They are taught in their tutor groups for Humanities and
the Creative Arts.  Technology, Languages and Physical
Education are taught in mixed groups.

The school aims for a maximum class size of 28 in Key
Stage 3 and this year reports an average of 26.6.

All student in Key Stage 3 follow a Personal
Development Programme delivered by tutors through a
daily tutorial programme as well as weekly Character and
Values, and Wellness lessons.

Outside agencies visit the school to enhance the
programme and discrete workshops are used to deliver
more sensitive issues. The programme incorporates the
curriculum areas such as religion, careers, sex and
relationships education and is centred on our “Values”
ethos.

LESSON STRUCTURE 
The number of lessons dedicated each week to each subject in Key Stage 3 and 4 are shown in the table below.

Subject Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
English 4 4 4 4 4
Maths 4 4 4 4 4
Science 4 4 4 4 4
Modern Foreign Language 2 2 2 2 2
Physical Education 2 2 2 2 2
Technology 2 2 - - -
Art 1 1 - - -
Character & Values 1 1 1 1 1
Computing 1 1 - - -
Drama 1 1 - - -
Geography/History 1 1 2 2 2
Music 1 1 - - -
Optional subjects - - 6 6 6
Total periods per week 25 25 25 25 25
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CHARACTER & VALUES
An individual’s time spent in
secondary school is key shaping their
development into adulthood; their
morals, their understanding of the
world around them, their ambitions
and preparation for the world of work.
During this time students are likely to
ask themselves fundamental
questions: what does the future hold
for me? How can I be more resilient
and prepare for the world of work?
What are my aspirations for the future
and how can I achieve them? It is here
that Character and Values plays a key
role.

We Character and Values covers a
wide range of topics throughout the
academic year: mental and physical
health, careers, politics and religion,
developing a growth mind-set and
resilience, building healthy
relationships, world cultures and
global understanding. Our aim is to
equip students with the qualities they
need to be successful, confident and
tolerant members of an ever evolving
and diverse modern society. 

See website for more information >>>

KEY STAGE 5 
THE SIXTH FORM (YEARS 12 & 13) 
Our Sixth Form is made up of 227 students following a
variety of courses, with average class sizes of 9.3.
Students achieving more than five GCSEs at grade 6 or
above follow our Level 3 Curriculum of A Level courses,
AS Level courses and BTEC Nationals. Students who
miss the entry requirements for the Level 3 Curriculum
can follow a range of learning pathways suited to their
individual needs. Our Level 2 learning pathway consists
of GCSE English, GCSE Mathematics and three Level 2
BTEC courses. Successful completion of these one year
courses will allow students access to the Level 3
programme of study.  Our Fusion pathway combines a
smaller number of Level 2 courses with appropriate A
Level, or equivalent Level 3 courses.

• Art & Design
• Biology 
• Business Studies
• Chemistry
• Computing 
• Dance
• Drama
• Economics
• English Language
• English Literature
• French
• Further Mathematics
• Geography
• History

• Health & Social Care BTEC
• Sport & Exercise Science BTEC
• Performing Arts BTEC
• Certificate in Finance 
• Diploma in Finance
• Hungerford Town Football Academy
• Level 3 Certificate in Tourism
• Level 3 Diploma in Tourism
• Mad Dog Rugby Academy

ART, DESIGN &
PHOTOGRAPHY
Our enthusiastic and lively
department plays a major role in life
at Park House.

Our courses are popular at GCSE
and A level. Students get to
experience a wide range of specialist
media, developing skills accordingly
for ceramics, graphics, printmaking,
painting and drawing and three
dimensional studies. Later they will
be introduced to some more
specialist techniques and media
including studying specialist
photography courses. We encourage
students to continue work in their
own time and make good use of the
Department facilities at lunch time
and after school.

Learning is also enhanced by gallery
visits. To celebrate their work and
give students a sense of pride and
achievement, student produced art is
used throughout the year to enhance
public areas culminating in end of
year exhibitions.

See website for more information >>>

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
Business Studies is a popular subject
and aims to provide students with the
knowledge and skills used in
business. Students learn to
understand the dynamic environment
in which businesses operate and to
appreciate the many and varied
factors which impact on business
activity and business behaviour.

Students consider the potential
issues facing businesses in the future,
using local and global businesses as
examples, to gain a real insight into
how a business operates in the real
world.  Marketing, influences on
business, human resources,
operations and finance are examples
of topics designed to stimulate
interest in business matters and to
allow a greater understanding of the
world of work.

Economics is a social science which
will encourage students to think
about problems as an economist
which will be different to other forms
of scientific enquiry as people will
have to be considered. This involves
examining how different individual
markets work in economies as well
as looking at how a whole economy
operates including the global
economy.  Students will learn to
understand that there is a great deal
of interdependence between world
trading countries as well as other
political alliances and the potential
impacts of failure. This may be a
quantitative as well as a qualitative
decision and should consider both
the short term and long term impacts.

See website for more information >>>
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• Mathematics
• Media Studies
• Music
• Music Technology

• Physical Education
• Photography
• Physics
• Politics
• Product Design
• Psychology
• Sociology
• Spanish
• Textiles

KEY STAGE 4 
In Year 9, 10 and 11 students study their GCSE or
equivalent examination courses. Our three-year Key Stage 4
allows students more time to study their chosen subjects as
well as providing them with the best opportunity to achieve
their full potential in the core curriculum areas. 

The majority of Park House School students follow GCSE
courses in English Language, English Literature,
Mathematics, Science Trilogy (double GCSE), a Humanity
(Geography or History) and a Modern Foreign Language.
More able scientists follow the Separate Science pathway,
leading to three GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
All participate in Physical Education, which is also extended
into the Optional Curriculum for those wishing to obtain a
GCSE qualification. In addition to the seven Core GCSEs,
students select three courses from the Optional Curriculum.
These include GCSE and BTEC Level 2 courses.

English, Mathematics and Science GCSE groups are set
by ability. Geography, History and Foreign Languages and
set into Higher and Foundation groups, and optional
courses are mixed ability. The school aims for a maximum
class size of 26 in Key Stage 4 and this year reports an
average of 23.1.

As in Key Stage 3, all students in Key Stage 4 follow a
Personal Development Programme delivered by tutors
through a daily tutorial programme and a weekly Character
and Values lesson.  

• Art & Design 
• Business Studies
• Computing
• Dance
• Design & Technology
• Drama
• Food & Nutrition
• French
• Geography 

• Health & Social Care BTEC
• Sport BTEC

• History
• Media
• Music
• Physical Education
• Photography
• Psychology
• Spanish
• Textiles



DANCE
At Park House, Dance is a thriving,
inspiring and creative subject which
takes place in a beautiful purpose built
dance studio overlooking the school
field. There are a wide range of
opportunities for students to embrace
this popular subject both within the
curriculum and also as an extra
curricular activity.

All students who study dance will
develop their physical, creative and
theoretical skills whilst vastly improving
their overall confidence and self
esteem. We pride ourselves on the
quality of dance provision and the
excellent achievement of our
examination students in GCSE Dance.
Year 7 and 8 students are taught one
term of dance within their Physical
Education lessons and are given the
option to develop this further within
extra-curricular Dance activities. From
Year 9 and above, students can
choose to study dance in depth as a
GCSE subject. Here we strive to
maintain a high standard of discipline,
engagement and determination.

All students who study dance take
part in our annual performance event
'Encompass' which takes place at
The Arlington Arts Centre every July
and is a celebration of the high quality
and diversity that is on offer within the
dance studio at Park House School.
Theatre trips and occasional
workshops with visiting professional
artists are also organised throughout
the year to further inspire, enthuse
and extend the learning of pupils
within the department.

See website for more information >>>
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
Design and Technology gives students
the opportunity to develop their
creative, design and making skills to
respond to a variety of real life contexts,
producing a variety of quality products,
for a wide range of end users.

We encourage Design and Technology
students to become active problem
solvers and consider the impact their
design work has on wider society and
the environment. We encourage them
to feel positive about their outcomes
and contributions and take pride in
their work.

Students are given the opportunity to
work with a range of the latest CAD
packages - Computer Aided Design -
such as Adobe Creative Suite and
Autodesk Fusion 360, as well as use of
CAM - Computer Aided Manufacturing
- including equipment such as the laser
cutter, 3D printer and CNC machine.
They will also build their confidence
manufacturing outcomes by hand in
well-equipped department workshops
that offer the chance to experience a
full range of ‘traditional’ tools and
equipment. As students move up
through the school in Design &
Technology, they have the opportunity
to take part in competitions, such as
Design Ventura, and are welcome to
use D&T facilities at lunchtime and in
supervised afterschool sessions to
develop the independent learning and
practical skills required to access
courses at GCSE and A Level.

See website for more information >>>

FOOD & NUTRITION
Whether or not your son or daughter
choose to pursue a career in catering
and hospitality, cooking remains one
of the most important skills a person
can ever learn or share. Within Food
we aim to teach students how to
prepare and cook a range of different
dishes, whilst also developing a
knowledge and understanding of the
principals of nutrition and healthy
eating. With this information they will
not only be able to feed themselves
but also others affordably and
nutritiously both now and in the future.

All of the recipes provided for students
have a clear practical objective,
allowing for recipes to be adapted and
substituted to suit individual family’s
needs especially when there are
different dietary or medical factors to
be considered. This is not only
designed to allow flexibility but also
teaches students to make
independent choices about their
cooking, which in turn helps them to
develop an awareness of and
minimise food waste.

Within the Year 7 & 8 Food rotation,
students will have two lessons a
week. This generally allows students
to cook once a week. Providing them
with the opportunity to develop
practical skills by creating a wide
range of predominantly savoury
dishes. Meanwhile they are also able
to develop their understanding of the
key principals of nutrition and the
scientific principals which underpin the
recipes. 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition
allows students to further develop
these aspects focusing on nutrition,
food science, food provenance, food
safety and a range of complex
practical skills including filleting fish
and portioning chicken.

See website for more information >>>

DRAMA
Drama fulfils an artistic, intellectual and
social need. By the very nature of our
specialist drama education, students
are provided with extended
opportunities to develop skills in
communication whilst also making
analytical responses in this subject
area and across the curriculum.

We aim to develop the imaginative,
creative, cognitive and social skills of
our students. This will manifest itself in
improvement in self confidence,
language and communication skills,
problem solving ability, decision
making and self understanding
together with a greater sensitivity to
other people. We also look to develop
students’ enthusiasm, motivation and
self-discipline and their ability to
understand and appreciate drama as
an art form which can illuminate and
inform the real world.

We are also proud to offer a range of
extra-curricular opportunities. Each
year over 200 students take part in a
variety of different performances at
local venues. Included in this is the
Thames Valley Police Project which
allows students the opportunity to
create their own original piece of
theatre, the Shakespeare Schools
Festival and of course our renowned
whole school productions, which take
place at Arlington Arts Centre. Our
productions offer performers a range
of opportunities in singing, dancing
and acting as well as our non-
performers who can take control of
the lighting, sound, set, costume and
make-up. At Park House Drama there
really is something for everyone.

See website for more information >>>

ENGLISH
We provide a stimulating and exciting
learning experience in our English
classrooms. We aim to develop our
students as creative and independent
thinkers who can communicate
successfully through their writing and
speaking. We encourage students to
embrace leadership opportunities as
well as a range of other roles in order
to develop teamwork, discussion and
collaboration.

As passionate practitioners ourselves,
the English team hope to foster a
similar passion for English Language
and Literature in our students. Sharing
our favourite books alongside regular
library visits, underpin the importance
of reading in developing literacy skills
as well as to engender a lifelong love
of reading for pleasure.

See website for more information >>>

COMPUTER SCIENCE & IT
As a national Centre of Excellence in
Computing, the Computer Science
department ensure that all students
develop their skills in problem solving,
programming skills, computer
hardware and networks as well as
cybersecurity.

Computer Science is an ideal subject
for those who want to develop their
problem solving and logic skills. It will
also appeal to students who are
practical and like to create. Students
who are curious about technology are
also very well suited to these lessons
as computing is part of everything we
do from the cars we drive, to the
movies we watch, to the ways
businesses and governments deal
with us. Understanding different
dimensions of computing is part of the
necessary skill set for an educated
person in the 21st century.

Expertise in Computer Science
enables you to solve complex,
challenging problems.

Computer Science is a discipline that
offers rewarding and challenging
possibilities for a wide range of people
regardless of their range of interests.

Computer Science requires and
develops capabilities in solving deep,
multidimensional problems requiring
imagination and sensitivity to a variety
of concerns.

Computer Science enables you to
make a positive difference in the
world. Computer Science drives
innovation in the sciences and also in
engineering, business, entertainment
and education. If you want to make a
positive difference in the world, study
Computer Science.

See website for more information >>>



HISTORY & POLITICS
We believe that students of all abilities
can gain from the study of History.
Throughout the key stages students
will develop their writing, speaking and
communication skills and we strive to
encourage students to become
independent and confident learners.
As students progress through key
stages, we provide them with the
opportunity to study history from the
Middle Ages through to the modern
day.

With the ever-changing political
landscape, the study of Politics is key
in helping students gain an
understanding of how Politics
functions in both the UK and the USA.
Throughout their studies the students
will examine how the people and
electorate interact with Politics, and
evaluate the effectiveness of the
existing political roles and
departments. This helps to develop a
critical understanding on the purpose
and function of governments, both at
home and abroad. 

The departments offer a range of
extra- curricular opportunities to
students and therefore run an annual
trip to the World War Two beaches at
Normandy for students in Year 8, and
for GCSE and A Level students we
offer a trip to Poland and Berlin, and
as well as a Politics trip to
Washington.

See website for more information >>>

MATHEMATICS
At Park House, we work towards
giving every student a thorough
grounding in the fundamental
concepts of Mathematics. We aim to
lay the foundations to prepare every
student for further education,
employment and everyday life. We
strive to provide student with a
challenging, thought-provoking and
interesting curriculum, delivered by
passionate and specialist teachers in
engaging lessons.

Our curriculum covers the six main
areas of Mathematics: Number,
Algebra, Ratio and Proportion, Shape,
Probability and Statistics. These topic
areas are also incorporated in
investigative work and through the
use of ICT. Beginning in Year 7,
students are set by ability to ensure
they maximise their lesson time
effectively and make the best possible
progress. With regular assessments,
probing questions and consistent
teacher feedback, these sets are
flexible, constantly changing to ensure
students are in the most suitable
class.

Stretching and challenging all
students is integral to our work. This is
demonstrated by our five year GCSE
Scheme of Work, which incorporates
many important topics at an early age.
Our most able students are also
encouraged to sit an extra GCSE
exam in Statistics. Mathematics and
Further Mathematics are very popular
choices of A level subject.

Benefiting from fantastic specialist
staff, we are able to offer intervention
support and an after-school maths
club, which run throughout the entire
year. 

See website for more information >>>

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
Health and Social Care looks at all
aspects of health and social care
provision. You may be interested in a
career or job in nursing, midwifery,
physiotherapy, dietetics, mental
health, speech therapy, social work,
social care work, probation services,
working with children, such as
teaching, child psychology or
children’s services. The options are
endless and varied. Due to new
government initiatives, there is a
greater demand for well-trained and
multi-skilled professionals in this area.
The profile of Health and Social Care
is growing rapidly.

Health & Social Care is most suited to
students who do well at coursework
and who prefer active learning styles
such as discussion, leading a
teaching session, producing a display,
giving presentations and interviewing
people. It is also a good subject for
students who like to meet people as
they are expected to make contact
with work settings and interview
people.

See website for more information >>>
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MEDIA
Media Studies is about mass
communication. As an industry it is
powered by advertising and is
financially motivated, but there is also
the motivation of influencing people,
either politically or socially. Because of
this, the media industry is progressed
through technologies that enable us to
communicate quicker, easier and to a
larger number of people.

Students will study all aspects of this
process from advertising, through to
the film industry and even online
media.

Not only will students learn about the
way media is created and distributed,
but also the protection they may need
from the ever growing demands of
advertising, social networking and
censorship.

Alongside the theory, academics and
terminology of media, students will
create practical work which shows
their understanding and development
of contemporary media. At both
GCSE and A-Level, media studies
offers students a way to learn and
develop their own education using
material which is relevant and
interesting to them.

See website for more information >>>

MODERN LANGUAGES
At Park House School we are proud
to be able to support a
comprehensive modern languages
programme giving all our students the
opportunity to study languages at all
levels preparing them for further
education, employment and everyday
life. Students are also given
opportunity to participate in a range of
extra-curricular activities including a
Year 7 trip in the Summer term, if
available and safe to do so. 

From September 2017, Year 7
students are selected to follow either
French or Spanish and will continue
with this language through to the end
of Year 11. A second language may
also be offered at Key Stage 4,
depending on popularity of choice. At
Key Stage 5 we offer A level courses
in French and Spanish, with an
opportunity to do a work experience
placement abroad, if available and
safe to do so.

See website for more information >>>

GEOGRAPHY
Geography at Park House offers
students the opportunity to investigate
a variety of geographical places and
themes. 

We cover an integrated approach to
physical, human and environmental
issues and help students to reflect on
their own values and attitudes. We
study physical geography covering
topics such as coastal environments,
Rivers and flooding and natural
hazards. For human geography we
study population change, urban
environments, tourism and the
development gap. We go to great
efforts to try to make the subject real
and relevant and aim to make pupils
have a greater understanding,
appreciation and respect for the world
as it is today. 

We aim to allow each year group the
opportunity to participate in some sort
of geographical fieldwork ranging from
a guided tour through a rainforest type
environment to collecting data from a
local river or coastline.

See website for more information >>>



PUBLIC SERVICES
The Public Service courses provides
students with essential skills, giving
them potential opportunities for future
employment, and allows students to
gain a broad knowledge and
understanding of a multitude of jobs
within the public sector. 

Students learn the purpose and
structure of numerous services and
discover essential skills for a wide
range of careers such as the armed
services (British Army, Royal Navy,
RAF); the emergency services (Police
Force, Fire and Rescue Service,
Ambulance Service); local authorities
(City/County/Unitary Councils) and
central government.

Broken down into units of
coursework and an exam unit, the
courses delve into a number of
different areas that familiarise our
students with the work they carry out,
and develop their knowledge on how
best to pursue a career within a
chosen service. Although some of the
work consists of written reports and
presentations, some units require a
more interactive approach such as
role playing, fitness testing, and
teamwork exercises.

Whatever career our students wish to
choose within the public sector,
Public Services is filled with rich and
beneficial experiences that are key in
providing the first steps towards it.

See website for more information >>>
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
We are strong believers that Physical
Education develops young people far
beyond just their physical ability and
skills such as running quickly or
kicking and throwing a ball. There are
many ways to in which we believe
individuals can achieve in PE and our
curriculum is designed to give
individuals the skills to be successful
players, performers, coaches, officials
and organisers. We find that by giving
every student such a breadth of
experience in each activity we bring
the very best out of each individual
and instil a love for sport, in whatever
capacity, to the great majority of
students. 

We are committed to providing
qualifications of the highest quality for
our students through both traditional
GCSE and A Level pathways and also
BTEC courses at both KS4 and KS5.

The school continues to be a leading
provider of sporting provision in West
Berkshire and is heavily involved in
offering many opportunities for sport.
House Sport is a major feature,
allowing more students to be involved
in a range of competition. Our
students can access a wide array of
leadership and volunteering
opportunities that have involved
supporting the Olympic and
Paralympic Games as well as local
festivals and sports days for schools,
the Berkshire School Games and the
UK School Games.

Internationally, our students have
worked with schools in South Africa,
Mongolia and Iraq to develop and
share ideas on sport driving the
curriculum. We run bi-annual Ski-Trips
and we have also taken Sports Tours
to Australia and South Africa.

See website for more information >>>

SCIENCE
The Science Department stimulates
students’ interest in science and
prepares them for further scientific
study as informed and responsible
citizens of the future. The use and
importance of science in everyday life
is emphasised. Through focusing on
investigative work students are given
the opportunity to develop a range of
skills and processes that are an
essential part of a scientist’s work.

Students are taught to develop an
enquiring, critical and analytical
approach to their studies. Housed
within nine laboratories our well-
resourced department has
established a reputation for high
standards.

At Key Stage 3 well-qualified
scientists teach a broad and
balanced course through a variety of
teaching strategies appropriate to
students’ individual needs. The Key
Stage 4 GCSE Science course is
taught by groups of well qualified
specialist teachers. Able science
students may be selected to study for
a separate GCSE in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics. At Key Stage
5 A level courses are very popular in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

See website for more information >>>

PSYCHOLOGY &
SOCIOLOGY
Psychology is an interesting and
extremely varied course enabling
students to explore scientifically all
aspects of human and non-human
behaviour. The course takes a
holistic approach to learning,
equipping students with valuable
skills to prepare them for further
education and employment. 

Sociology aims to provide an
understanding of one’s own and
other’s behaviour. It investigates
contemporary British society and
analyses the roles that various
institutions have in shaping our
cultures and beliefs. Throughout the
course, students have the
opportunity to develop skills that are
highly valued within higher education
and employment.

As a department, we pride ourselves
on delivering thought-provoking
lessons and, from an early stage,
students are immersed in a new
world of innovative research, ethical
controversy and fundamental
theories. Interactive, practical
experiments provide a popular and
enjoyable learning platform and allow
students to develop their evaluation
techniques first-hand.

Many of our students have been
enthused and inspired to study
Psychology/Sociology at university.
This could then lead to a career in
industries such as teaching, sport,
the criminal justice system, human
resource management, and
journalism, just to name a few.

See website for more information >>>
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MUSIC
Our Music department is housed in a
self-contained suite, which contains a
recital room, recording studio,
instrumental teaching rooms and
classrooms equipped with practice
rooms and computing facilities
offering Sibelius and Cubase.

We offer a range of opportunities for
extra-curricular music including Stage
Band, Choir, Brass Ensemble and
Samba Band. All students are given
regular opportunities to perform in
public and are encouraged to prepare
class work for these concerts as well
as solo or small ensemble items. Park
House has a team of instrumental
specialists who work closely with
Berkshire Maestros and offer
instrumental lessons during the school
day. At the end of each term, Music
students perform a large-scale
concert in the Main School Hall.

Key Stage 3 students develop their
skills in performing, composing and
listening to music through the study of
a variety of musical styles. They have
the opportunity to learn the keyboard
and guitar in class as well as
percussion and singing. At Key Stage
4 and 5 students can select to
continue their studies in either Music
Performance or Music Technology.

Park House GCSE Music students
share their love of music on Kennet
Radio's Love Your Classics.

See website for more information >>>

TRAVEL & TOURISM
Travel and Tourism is a highly relevant
subject in our modern society. With
the vast range of transport systems
available and the many tourist
destinations worldwide, students will
be able to research, analyse and
develop their awareness of global and
environmental issues facing the
largest industry in the world.

It provide a broad basis for further
education or training in related
occupations. Students will develop a
more critical and holistic
understanding and the connections
between different parts of the industry
and employment opportunities. There
is a strong focus on sustainability and
how the industry manages tourism in
a way that will function successfully
economically, environmentally and
socio-culturally in the future.

Students plan, manage and deliver
successful tourist events allowing
them to develop teamwork, decision
making and organizational skills as
well as focusing on analysing their
own team’s performance during this
process.

Several of our former students have
gone forward to study tourism in
higher education or have found
employment in the industry..

See website for more information >>>



MORE ABLE & TALENTED 
In June 2012 Ofsted commented that 'the school's commitment to
recognising each students' success is evident in all aspects of school life',
and this is nowhere more evident than in our planning for the needs, interests
and ambitions of our many able and talented students.

Our provision for students is developed in three overlapping areas:
Identification of Able and Talented students; Enrichment in the classroom;
Extra-curricular enrichment

Identification is initially based on scores students achieve in CAT usually sat
on arrival in Year 7. Departments are given criteria and are then invited to
nominate students who they believe shows a particular aptitude in their
subject. The year group lists are reviewed regularly.

Park House School’s focus on “achievement for all” is particularly meaningful
when to comes to stretching and challenging MAT students in the classroom.
Lessons are the primary source of opportunity for extension, therefore
resources, activities and learning strategies are developed to meet individual
needs and interests within each subject area, providing an appropriate level
of challenge for all.

Extra-Curricular enrichment is organised by clusters made up of different
departments. Pupils may select or be selected for activities organised by
these clusters. This may include in school workshops, educations trips and
visits, lectures from guest speakers or entry to external competitions.
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TEXTILES
Gone are the day of aprons, peg bags and pencil cases.
Here at Park House we explore the amazing world of
Textiles through a wide range of techniques and
processes that inspire, enthuse, and engage our students.
The Textiles Department is always a hive of activity, life,
exploration and excitement, there is a never a dull or quiet
moment, and we love every bit of it. There is always
something going on, whether it be a workshop, visiting
artist our weekly Textiles Clubs or students exploring the
subject further for their individual projects.

Our aim in Textiles is to make the subject as enjoyable and
accessible as possible. We love seeing how students
develop their creativity, confidence, practical skills, and
idea generation. The building of an idea, no matter how
wacky, is a wondrous thing to behold – and in Textiles, the
wackier the idea, the more exciting the outcome. To help
students see the magnificent opportunities in the subject
and the possibilities and power of a single creative idea,
we take them to London to visit The Knitting and Stitching
Show. Here students are introduced to the wide and
vibrant environment of fabric, fibre, thread, and an
unlimited array of creativity. The show offers insight into the
varied and highly popular industries that stem from
Textiles, whether it be art school, journalism, fibre science,
engineering, fashion, interior design and or the numerous
other creative pathways.

In Years 7 and 8, Textiles is part of Technology, but we
ensure that this journey is filled with creative twists and
inspirations in the projects in preparation for GCSE Art
Textiles starting in Year 9. Those that opt to take the
subject will have the opportunity to further develop those
skills learnt in Years 7 and 8, alongside the introduction of
a myriad of other experimental new ones. This then forms
a solid foundation for those students wishing to take Art
Textiles at A-Level.

The department prides itself on the outstanding works of
art our students create, and at the end of each year, we
love nothing more than to celebrate their achievements
and creativity in an exhibition together with Art and
Photography.

See website for more information >>>

EXTRA CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES
Extra Curricular Activities play an
important part in student life. We
encourage our students to take part
in as many activities as they feel they
have time for. Whilst the range of
activities varies from time to time
according to the interests of the
students below is an outline of some
of the activities that we have offered:

Sports & Fitness
Athletics, Badminton, Ballet,
Basketball, Cricket, Cross-Country,
Dance, Equestrian, Fitness, Football,
Gymnastics, Hockey, Netball,
Rounders, Rugby, Table Tennis,
Tennis and Trampolining.

Clubs & Societies
Astronomy, Art, Board Games, Book
Review, Chess, Christian Union,
Chinese, Cinema, Computing,
Debating, French, Greek, History,
Homework Club, Japanese, Maths,
Science, Spanish and Textiles.

Music & Theatre
Brass Band, Choir, Concert Band,
Glee Club, Guitar, Recording,
Orchestra, Producing Workshops,
String and Theatre.

Outdoor Pursuits
Duke of Edinburgh, Hill walking,
Orienteering and Sailing and Skiing.

RUGBY –
MAD DOG ACADEMY

Our Rugby Academy has been
established with former England Rugby
Captain Lewis Moody to offer students
a two year course in rugby skills
training, wellness and athletic

development. Students will gain their Rugby Coaching or
Officiating qualification and achieve accreditation by
representing the school
in matches against other
schools and compete in
national competitions as
well as critical analysis
and presentation skills.
The academy will be run
alongside their chosen A
Level/BTEC studies.

See website for more
information >>>



REPORTING ON 
STUDENT PROGRESS
On entry to Park House, each
student’s development is carefully
monitored. Students will have three
reports a year summarising progress
and commitment in each subject. 

Years 12 and 13 have an
assessment and monitoring system,
which takes place regularly
throughout the two years. The
results of these assessments plus a
grade showing level of commitment
will be reported to parents five times
in total. 

All year groups have a full subject
staff Parents Evening. Parents or
staff may request an appointment at
any time where there is a cause for
concern over a student's
performance.

SCHOOL POLICIES
We believe that our school is more
than just a collective of school
policies but we appreciate that
sometimes policies and guidelines
are necessary to guide decisions
and achieve rational outcomes.
Below is a list of some of our key
policies. Full details of all policies 
can be found on our website
www.parkhouseschool.org/
About-Park-House/Policy-Documents

• Admissions 
• Anti-Bullying 
• Praise, Rewards, 
Behaviour & Discipline

• Catch Up Funding
• Charging for School Activities
• Complaints   
• Equality 
• Teaching & Learning 
• Pupil Premium 
• Safeguarding 
• Special Education Needs (SEN)
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HOMEWORK
All year and ability groups are given
homework assignments according to
the Homework Policy. The length of
time allocated by each subject varies
according to the nature of the work
involved. Parents can monitor
homework progress online via ‘Show
My Homework’.

Years 7 to 11 will have a homework
timetable.

Years 12 and 13 have a demanding
schedule of homework, which will
include set assignments, coursework,
wider reading, research and any other
basics appropriate to the courses they
are studying.

LIBRARY
Visit our website for exciting news on
the new library and classrooms being
built thanks to a £1.4M investment
from West Berkshire Council. The
improved facilities are due for
completion in Spring 2022.

SCHOOL UNIFORM
All students are required to wear
school uniform. School uniform lists,
are provided for all the new intake,
and on the school website
http://www.parkhouseschool.org/
Parent-Information/Uniform

LINKS WITH PRIMARY
SCHOOLS AND THE
INDUCTION PROCESS
Moving from a primary to a secondary
school can be challenging for a young
person, especially where the move
occurs from a small rural school to a
much larger secondary school.

Park House has a carefully structured
induction process for new students.
Our permanent Assistant Headteacher,
Director of Studies – Key Stage 3 visits
all contributory primary schools to
meet Year 6 students who have
chosen Park House and to talk to their
teachers. This gives tutors background
information on each student and
enables the school to allocate new
students to appropriate tutor groups.

In July parents of the new intake are
invited into school to meet staff and
their new form tutors. 

The new intake also visit us in the
summer term of their Year 6. They
spend a day in school that begins with
a welcome assembly followed by
activies in their tutor group which helps
them get to know each other and start
to make new friends. They are
supported by our peer mentors who
give tours around the school and
provide helpful information and advice.
During the day they will also meet their
new Form Tutor and Head of Learning
so that they can look forward to
September feeling confident and ready
to start their Park House journey. 

ASSEMBLIES
All students attend at least one
Assembly per week. These are led
by members of the Senior
Leadership Team or Heads of
Learning. Discussions within tutor
groups as an extension of Collective
Worship take place during the
morning tutor period and/or as part
of the Character and Values
Programme. All parents have the
right to withdraw their son/daughter
from Collective Worship.

PARK HOUSE 
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
The PHSA is a social and fund raising
organisation to which all parents of
students at the school automatically
become a member. It supports a
events throughout the year including
concerts, parents evenings and
school productions and is a means
whereby parents may make contact
with other parents, as well as raise
some much-valued finances for the
school. For further information please
contact phsa@parkhouseschool.org

CAREERS EDUCATION 
AND GUIDANCE
All students receive a structured and carefully planned programme of Careers
Education and Information, Advice and Guidance. This enables students to make
informed decisions about their future, in particular 

• GCSE Options

• Training, employment and apprenticeships

• Further Education

• Higher Education and post A Level options

As a school we have invested in the Unifrog platform for all of our students. This tool
provides students with the opportunity to develop their personal career journey
throughout their time in school. Through a number of learning situations, evidence of
work-related learning is cross curricular, thus helping students gain the confidence
to manage their own transition into new roles and situations. This is achieved
through developing skills in time management, organisation skills, punctuality and
teamwork.

Students may take part in our ‘Vocational Learning Programme’ which gives them
access to skills workshops and activities with our partner employers. These
activities are aimed at developing a number of employment skills and to improve
their engagement in learning.

The Government policy relating to the raising of the school leaving age to 18 should
be seen as a positive move with the extra time provided to gain more knowledge of
qualifications/training and time to consider and research available opportunities to
maximise their chances of achieving their long-term careers aspirations.

We actively manage our careers provision in line with the Gatsby Benchmarks
adopted by Ofsted and use them to determine our leading edge programme. The
benchmarks focus on the following areas:

1. A stable careers programme

2. Learning from career and labour market information

3. Addressing the needs of each pupil

4. Linking curriculum learning to careers

5. Encounters with employers and employees

6. Experiences of workplaces

7. Encounters with further and higher education

8. Personal guidance

Whilst a large majority of our students remain at here to attend our Sixth Form, there
are other routes available. Students are made fully aware off these routes as part of
their Careers Education. They receive information, guidance and the support
necessary to help them make the right decision during their transition phase.



GCSE RESULTS

On average students took 9 GCSE subjects.

The school’s Attainment 8 score is 50.92.

60.28% of students achieved a Strong Pass in English and
Maths (grade 5+).

The school’s English Baccalaureate Average Point Score is 4.69.

A-LEVEL RESULTS

42% of students achieved A*-A grades.

66% of students achieved A*-B grades.

97% of students achieved A*-E grades.
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LEARNING SUPPORT
The school puts in place the following definition:

A child or young person has SEN if they have:

• a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision
to be made for them.

• a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the
same age

• a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational
facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in
mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions

The school will assess each student’s current skills and levels of attainment
on entry, building on information from previous settings and key stages. In
Year 7 students are screened on entry using CATs scores and a reading
assessment. The school sets up transition visits for Year 6 students and is in
contact with partner primary schools. All students in the school undertake
six assessments per year, three of which used to track, monitor and
evaluate progress. If students make less than expected progress given their
age and individual circumstances such as:

• Progress which is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from
the same baseline

• Achievement fails to match or better a child’s previous rate of progress

• Achievement fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their
peers

The school’s first response to such progress will be first quality teaching
targeted at their areas of weakness.

This can include progress in areas other than attainment - for instance a
student needing to make additional progress with wider development of
social needs in order to make a successful transition to adult life. Persistent
disruptive or withdrawn behaviours do not necessarily mean that a student
has SEN. Where persistent disruptive behaviour is evidenced, an
assessment will be undertaken to identify the causal factors such as
undiagnosed learning difficulties, difficulties with communication or mental
health issues.

Our overall approach to the identification of SEN is built into the regular
monitoring of student progress which includes liaison with parents and the
student concerned with their views being taken into account. If SEN is
identified the results of any assessments would be shared and next steps
such as a support and achievement plan would be put into place as
appropriate.

There are high expectations of students with Special Educational Needs at
Park House School. More information is available by consulting the school's
local offer that can be found on the school's webpage or on request.



PROVISIONAL GCSE RESULTS 9-1 GRADES

GCSE
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A-Level
Subject Entries 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U
Art and Design 43 0 5 4 11 11 4 5 1 2 0
Biology 28 4 4 14 5 1 0 0 0 0 0
Business Studies 54 4 3 8 5 7 12 5 7 3 0
Chemistry 28 6 11 7 4 0 0 0 0 0 0
Computer Science 18 1 3 0 1 1 6 2 2 1 1
Dance 10 3 1 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0
Design and Technology 39 0 0 1 4 14 9 6 2 0 3
English Language 151 3 13 25 29 31 24 17 6 2 1
English Literature 149 2 17 16 26 34 21 20 8 3 2
Food Technology 19 1 2 0 1 3 5 2 3 0 2
French 115 0 4 6 9 34 27 25 6 4 0
Geography 97 3 11 16 13 14 15 15 3 4 3
History 71 2 7 7 7 10 7 9 14 6 2
Maths 151 3 10 26 29 28 28 11 11 3 2
Media Studies 48 0 1 3 8 12 13 8 2 0 1
Music Studies 9 1 1 0 4 1 1 1 0 0 0
Performing Arts 23 0 1 5 4 5 1 3 1 0 0
Photography 21 0 4 5 7 4 1 0 0 0 0
Physics 28 0 6 13 9 0 0 0 0 0 0
Psychology 48 1 15 5 7 3 5 6 1 5 0
Spanish 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sports Studies 47 3 5 4 10 11 6 3 5 0 0
Statistics 31 3 3 11 11 2 1 0 0 0 0

PROVISIONAL GCSE DOUBLE AWARD RESULTS
Subject Entries 99 98 88 87 77 76 66 65 55 54 44 43 33 32 22 21 11 U
Combined Science 121 1 4 7 5 11 23 11 17 10 12 7 6 1 5 1

Subject Entries A* A B C D E U
Biology 12 5 2 4 0 1 0
Chemistry 6 1 4 1 0 0 0
Physics 9 1 2 3 0 3 0
Mathematics 30 4 9 7 1 5 3 1
Mathematics Further 8 3 3 1 0 1 0
Computer Studies/Computing 6 1 2 2 1 0 0
Business Studies 17 0 4 4 4 2 1
Art and Design  Photography 7 0 4 1 2 0 0
Fine Art 4 0 0 3 1 0 0
Geography 9 1 1 1 4 2 0
History 11 0 4 4 2 1 0
Economics 10 0 4 4 2 0 0
Politics 11 0 2 5 3 1 0
Psychology 27 3 11 2 5 3 2
Sociology 20 0 10 2 2 3 3
English Language 3 0 1 1 0 0 0
English Literature 18 1 7 4 4 2 0
Drama 6 2 2 1 0 1 0
Media Film and TV Studies 17 1 2 5 6 1 0
Spanish 2 0 0 2 0 0 0
Music 2 1 1 0 0 0 0
Sport/PE Studies 4 2 1 0 0 0 1
D&T Product Design 3 0 0 1 1 0 1

PROVISIONAL A-LEVEL RESULTS



LEVEL 2 / LEVEL 1 BTEC    D = Distinction    M = Merit    P = Pass    U = Ungraded                               Level 1

Entries D* D M P D M P
Health & Social Care 20 5 2 4 6 2 1
Sport 21 3 9 1 1 7

Other Results
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Notes

LEVEL 3 BTEC    D = Distinction    M = Merit    P = Pass    U = Ungraded

Certificate Entries D* D M
Health and Social Care 6 1 1 4

Subsidiary Diploma Entries D M P
Public Services 10 3 4 3

Extended Diploma Entries D*D*D* D*DD DMM MMM MPP PPP U
Sport 9 1 1 1 1 1 1 3

Extended Certificate Entries D* D
Performing Arts (Dance) 3 2 1

Diploma Entries D*D DD
Health and Social Care 2 1 1

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE

Diploma Entries A* A B C D E
Travel & Tourism 3 1 2
Finance 6 2 3 1
Extended Certificate 3 2 1
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