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Joining Sixth Form...
...a milestone in any
student’s learning journey.
PH6 is a highly successful school-based Sixth Form located
in its own specialist study and social centre within the
heart of the site. We offer a wide range of opportunities that
promote greater independence for post-16 study within a
framework of continuing care, support and monitoring. 

Our results consistently put us in the top Sixth Forms nationally.We
therefore believe that our Sixth Form offers quite exceptional opportunities for
students to develop and succeed as confident, well-rounded and independent
learners, ready to enter university or the world of work in positions of trust and
responsibility. Its success as a centre of academic achievement and
opportunity is based on our students’ very positive attitudes towards their own
learning and the excellence of the relationships that exist between students
and staff. These enable highly effective teaching and learning to flourish within
an atmosphere of mutual respect, high expectations and intellectual challenge
and curiosity.

It is also a result of our wide-ranging curriculum offer, tailored to the learning
needs and interests of each individual student. As a student at PH6 you will be
able to choose from over 30 different A-level and vocational courses – as well
as extensive enrichment opportunities and a structured programme of tutorial
support which covers university entrance advice and guidance.

We therefore promote a culture of high achievement and expectations, where
our Sixth Formers act as inspirational role models to younger students – in
their achievements, attitudes to learning, smart business dress code,
behaviour and involvement with the life of the school and wider community.

We now greatly look forward to you continuing your learning journey at this
very special Sixth Form.

Damian Crabbe
Principal

An exceptional Sixth Form for “an exceptional school”Ofsted 

Student attainment is “well above the national average”Ofsted
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One of my main roles as Deputy Director of PH6 is to support students and
ensure that they have a smooth transition to the sixth form. It is something on
which PHS and I myself pride ourselves. We have an experienced tutor team to
help students through each part of this important step in their education.
Tutors will meet regularly with their PH6 form tutees on a one to one basis to
give them the opportunity to express how they are doing. Alongside this we
have introduced new PSHE sessions where students discuss topics that
directly affect their lives such as finance, relationships, post-PH6 options and
current affairs to ensure that they are as prepared for life beyond school as
possible.

Mrs Onions, Deputy Director of Studies KS5

In my role as Deputy Director of PH6 I am focused on ensuring students are
fully prepared for their next steps in life. Through early conversations and
encompassing the Student Voice we provide a full range of exit avenues from
UCAS and university to work place preparation. We work as a part of a wider
team whose specialist areas include Oxbridge preparation interviews and
national apprenticeship launches to name but a few. Early support through
experienced tutors enables PH6 to offer support and guidance during your
next stage. Students exit PH6 on a variety of pathways from higher-level
apprenticeships, university placements, and of course the workplace, and we
feel confident that students leave PH6 having undertaken a journey designed
to enhance their independence by increasing their autonomy whilst supporting
them on their transition through PH6.

Mrs Rowland, Deputy Director of Studies KS5
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October 7 2021

November 2021 

November 29 2021

December 2021/January 2022

June/July 2022

August 2022

Open Evening. Application forms and Prospectus available

Internal taster lessons and decision making

Deadline for applications

Individual interviews

Year 12 Induction Day and Parents’ information Evening

Level 2 (GCSE & BTEC) Examinations Results Day

PH6 welcome applications from all students provided we
have the appropriate courses available. Catchment areas do
not apply in the Sixth Form, we are therefore able to provide
places to students who have previously attended other
secondary schools and have been successful at integrating
students from other schools into the PH6 community. 

PH6 is student-focused and therefore driven by student choice, there are no pre-
planned timetable blocks to choose from so it is really important that applicants
make informed choices during the application process. Whilst there are
opportunities to change choices later (dependent on GCSE results), it is more
difficult to offer an open choice beyond this stage in the process. 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if you have any questions about our
Sixth Form or require assistance in the application process.

Admissions

Student A

Student B

Student C

Mostly grade 7
and above at
GCSE

At least five 
GCSEs including
grade 6 in chosen
subjects

Less than five 
GCSEs at 
grade 5

A-level

A-level

Access –
Level 2 Pathway
to Success

GCSE Grades

Tutorial Activities, 
Sport, IFS Finance 

or other enrichment courses
available to all students.

Additional ElementsLevel

3/4 A-levels

3 A-levels 

Year 1 –
BTECs/Resits 
Year 2/3 – A-levels

Typical Course

Higher Education

Higher Education,
or Employment

Higher Education,
Higher Level
Apprenticeship
or Employment

Progression

Sample pathways through PH6
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Careers information: 
Enrichment
Our aim at PH6 is to prepare students for their next steps,
whatever that may be. Our students are offered tailored
advice on applying for University courses, apprenticeships,
degree apprenticeships, gap years and employment. 

This support is offered through the pastoral system which includes 
but it is not limited to: 

• 1:2:1 tutorial sessions

• Weekly enriching assemblies

• Off-timetable career days

• Visits to careers events

• Access to specialised conferences

• Access to Unifrog, a platform which includes a 
comprehensive careers library

• MOOC’s (Massive Open Online Courses)

Enrichment

• Certificate of Financial Studies

• Mad Dog Rugby Academy

• Subject Ambassadors

• Sporting activities

• Community work

• Opportunities for work experience
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Art and Design: Fine Art
Exam Board: AQA

A course in Fine Art should develop your ability to
appreciate all things visual, respond in a personal and
creative way and perhaps even contribute something for
the benefit of everyone.

The skills you will develop will be varied. You will develop a working knowledge
of materials, practices and technology within Art. You will develop the skills to
interpret and convey your ideas and feelings using Art, Craft and Design. You
will develop your imaginative and creative powers and your experimental,
analytical and documenting skills. You will also develop a specialist vocabulary
and the knowledge and understanding of the place of Art, Craft and Design in
history and in contemporary society.

You are required to work in one or more area(s) of Fine Art, such as those
listed below. You may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas:

• drawing and painting

• mixed-media, including collage and assemblage

• sculpture

• ceramics

• installation

• printmaking (relief, intaglio, screen processes and lithography)

• moving image and photography.

There are many careers in Art, Craft and Design. Most of these require further
study at an art school, further education college or university. If you are unsure
about whether to make a career of the subject, the best thing to do is to speak
to your Art teacher who will know more about the courses on offer.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to undertake further studies in Art, Craft and Design,
usually at art college or further education College.

• Students who are looking to take up careers for which an Art background is
relevant; advertising, publishing, architecture, museums, theatres, galleries,
journalism etc.

• Individuals who have an interest in and aptitude for the subject, but who do
not intend to take the subject beyond A-level and will use UCAS entry points
for other courses.

Entry Requirements:

9–5 GCSE Art and Design.

A-level art is not an easy option and
you should be prepared to work hard
at developing your abilities.

External students will be required to
provide a small portfolio of work at
interview.

Other Course Information:

• Students will need to buy their own
home equipment for Art.

• Students will also need to buy
portfolios and boards for mounting
work at approximately £20 per
term.

A-level Course Summary:

Unit 1: Personal Investigation
60% of A�Level Portfolio of skills.

Foundation style course in a variety of
disciplines. You are required to submit
written work in support of your
practical project of approximately
1,000–3,000 words.

The quality of written communication
will be assessed in this unit.

Unit 2: Externally�Set Assignment
40% of A�Level: Preparatory Period
(from 1 February) + 15 hours
supervised time. Set by AQA.
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Art and Design: Photography
Exam Board: AQA

The main purpose of any course in Photography and design
is to develop your ability to appreciate the visual world,
respond in a personal and creative way and perhaps even
contribute for the benefit of everyone.

The skills you will develop will be varied. Among them, you will develop a
working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within Photography.
You will develop the skills to interpret and convey your ideas and feelings
using photography and design. You will develop your imaginative and creative
powers and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills.

You will also develop a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and
understanding of the place of Photography and design in History and in
contemporary society.

There are many careers in Photography, Art, Craft and Design. Most of these
require further study at an art school, further education college or university. If
you are unsure about whether to make a career of the subject, the best thing
to do is to speak to your teacher who will know more about the courses on
offer.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to undertake further studies in Art, Craft and Design,
usually at art college or further education college.

• Students who are looking to take up careers for which an Art background is
relevant; advertising, publishing, architecture, museums, theatres, galleries,
journalism etc.

• Individuals who have an interest in and aptitude for the subject, but who do
not intend to take the subject beyond A-level and will use UCAS entry points
for other courses.

Entry Requirements:

9–5 GCSE Photography (if taken).

This is not always a requirement and
staff will consider each applicant at
interview. However, A-level
photography is not an easy option
and you should be prepared to work
hard at developing your abilities.

Other Course Information:

• The purchase of photographic
materials of approximately £30 per
term – students can buy subsidised
materials and sketchbooks from
school.

A-level Course Summary:

Unit 1: Personal Investigation
60% of A-level Portfolio of skills.

Foundation style course in a variety of
disciplines. You are required to submit
written work in support of your
practical project of approximately
1,000 – 3,000 words.

The quality of written communication
will be assessed in this unit.

Unit 2: Externally�Set Assignment
40% of A-level: Preparatory Period
(from 1 February) + 15 hours
supervised time. Set by AQA.



8

01635 573911     /ParkHouseSchool     @PHSNewbury    office@parkhouseschool.org     www.parkhouseschool.org

Art and Design: Textiles
Exam Board: AQA

The aim of the course is to encourage students to explore
and experiment within the creative context of Textiles. The
visual and tactile investigation undertaken within this
course entices experimental, conceptual and explorative
creativity to be developed and exhibited through a wide
variety of two and three dimensional textile, surface and
fibre mediums. 

During the time in Textiles students will be introduced to methods of
experimentation, exploration and observation that will widen their creative and
conceptual understanding. The world around is filled with excitement and
inspiration, 6th Form Textiles students use recording and observation from life,
images, artist studies, artifacts and many other resources to develop a greater
contextual understanding and enhance their personal project progression.
Responses are recorded and presented through practical and critical activities,
allowing students to demonstrate their extensive comprehension of various
creative cultures, styles, genres and traditions. The breadth of skills gained
throughout the course will make each student become versatile, innovative,
resourceful, inventive and, most importantly, confident in their creative ability
and ideas.

You can explore and combine a variety of textile disciplines and areas, such
as:

• constructed and installed textiles

• surface decoration and styling

• printed and/or dyed fabric and materials

• domestic textiles, wallpaper and interior design

• Fashion and Media

Who is the course for?
• Students who have an interest in the subject as it works well with any range
of subjects, especially Media, English, Design Technology and the Arts.

• Those wishing to undertake further education in a creative industry, such as
Foundation Studies in Art, Craft and Design or Design courses at university
i.e. Textile Design, Interior Design, Theatrical Costume, Fashion, Fibre
Science, Fashion as well as a range of Contemporary Applied Arts.

Entry Requirements:

9–5 GCSE Art & Design or Textiles.

This is not always a requirement.
Applicants will be considered on an
individual basis. A small portfolio of
work should be available at interview.

Other Course Information:

• All students will have an allocated
studio space for independent work
and for permanent display of
ongoing work in our A-level room.

• Workshop/Studio Fees: £18 per
term. Students are expected to pay
for materials used in the workshops
throughout the year. The £54 total
covers consumable items such as
threads and dyes. They will receive
specialist materials at the start of
the course to use.

• There are a number of
opportunities for out-of-school
activities where students will be
required to fund their own travel
costs and any gallery entry fees.

• Sketchbooks and flip folders are
available to purchase from the
school library.

A-level Course Summary:

Unit 1: Personal Investigation
60% of A-level Portfolio of skills.

Unit 2: Externally�Set Assignment
40% of A-level: Preparatory Period
(from 1 February) + 15 hours
supervised time.
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Art and Design: Textiles
Exam Board: AQA

“Creative and productive freedom is the best
part about Textiles at A-Level.” 

“The room, facilities and materials available
allow for the most experimental type of
work.”

“Help is always there when needed – staff
are very supportive and always have ideas.” 
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Biology
Exam Board: Edexcel

We have always delivered Edexcel Biology A-level and will
stay with this exam board and deliver their Specification B
course. We are extremely familiar with this exam board's
requirements and have always been successful in
facilitating students to achieve good grades. 

Biology is a challenging subject which offers a wide range of experiences and
opportunities to develop new skills. Students will build upon their GCSE
knowledge and meet brand new topics and concepts. Biology offers the
chance to study important issues affecting both our daily lives and the planet's
future.

Other subjects which complement Biology are: Mathematics, Statistics,
Chemistry, Psychology, Physical Education and Geography. Each of these
subjects has a slight overlap with either the content or the skills used in
Biology.

As a full A-level, Biology offers the qualifications needed to go on to many
University courses including Medicine, Veterinary Science, Physiotherapy, Food
Technology, Microbiology, Biotechnology, Marine Biology, Environmental
Health, Sports Science and many others.

Biology develops skills in research, practical work, data handling and statistical
analysis.

Practical Work
Although there is no external practical assessment there are a number of
practicals that students have to complete to demonstrate specific skills. A
certificate is awarded to students who have demonstrated the specified skills
over the two year course.

Who is the course for?
This subject is for students who have a real enthusiasm for developing their
own knowledge and have a willingness to take advice and ask for help. If you
can plan your work, use research skills and work in a team and on your own,
you will be successful.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 or above GCSE Biology plus
at least a grade 5 in GCSE Chemistry.

The minimum acceptable grade for
students who have studied the
Combined Science course is 6.

Although interviews may be
employed, these are the grades
which students must get to have a
realistic chance of success on the
course.

Five or above in Mathematics is also
an advantage as 10% of the written
papers test level 2 Mathematic skills.

Other Course Information:

Students may wish to purchase text
books or revision guides to
complement the delivery of this
course.

A-level Course Summary:

Year 12
Topic 1: Biological Molecules

Topic 2: Cells, Viruses and
Reproduction of Living Things

Topic 3: Classification and
Biodiversity

Topic 4: Exchange and Transport

Year 13
Topic 5: Energy for Biological
Processes

Topic 6: Microbiology and Pathogens

Topic 7: Modern Genetics

Topic 8: Origins of Genetic Variation

Topic 9: Control Systems

Topic 10: Ecosystems
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Biology
Exam Board: Edexcel

“I only started a few weeks ago but Biology
is already helping me to understand the
fundamental questions about life and our
own bodies. It expands on GCSE a lot, but is
very interesting.” 

“It is fascinating to learn about the
thousands of chemical reactions and
biological processes happening
simultaneously across every part of your
body while you’re sitting still at your desk,
unaware of it all.”

“Biology A-level gave me the confidence to
move into a Biology Undergraduate degree. 
I have a strong passion for the Ecology units
and the topics studied at A-level really give
you an insight into how Biology works in the
real world.” 



12

01635 573911     /ParkHouseSchool     @PHSNewbury    office@parkhouseschool.org     www.parkhouseschool.org

BTEC Level 2 Tech award 
Creative Media Production
Exam Board: Edexcel

The Level 2 Creative Media Production BTEC is the
equivalent of 1 GCSE and acts as an introduction to
vocational learning.

This course gives students the opportunity to build and
develop analytical and practical media skills in order for
them to be successful in post-16 learning. 

Acting as a foundation course (for progression on to either A-levels or Level 3
BTEC courses), students will be taught a range of practical skills using
industry standard software and techniques. From digital print products,
through to web-design and video products, students will engage with media in
a practical hands-on way.

Alongside this practical approach, students will explore the academic theory
associated with the media including how texts might influence our behaviour,
and society as a whole.

Students will also be expected to explore existing media products and apply
their analytical skills to consider their production, influence and historical
contexts. This includes texts such as film, computer games, newspapers,
advertisements, television series and more.

This one year course is broken down into three distinct units. One unit will
explore how media texts work by detailing their production, whilst another unit
will teach students the skills to create products for themselves. The final unit
will allow students to utilise all of these new skills to create a product for
themselves.

There is not a conventional ‘exam’ for this course, however students will have
to complete Unit 3 in a supervised and controlled environment.

Who is the course for?
• Students who may be resitting some of their GCSE subjects.

• Students who are undertaking a three year Sixth Form route.

• Students who are looking for careers in advertising, journalism, social media
or entertainment media.

• Students interested in film, television and radio.

• Students who have a love of practical media: filming, photography,
computing.

Entry Requirements:

An interest in the media: film,
television, computer games,
social/online media. Computing skills
such as video editing and Photoshop
skills would be of benefit.

Other Course Information:

There are no course costs, however
students may wish to invest in their
own media equipment (cameras for
example) rather than borrowing from
the school.

Students must actively consume all
types of media (not just the texts that
interest them). They should watch a
range of films, television, news
reports and engage with computer
games, magazines, radio and social
networks on a regular basis.

Course Summary:

Unit 1:
Students will develop their
understanding of how media products
create meaning for their audiences by
examining existing products and
exploring media production techniques.

Unit 2:
Students will develop skills and
techniques in media production
processes by reworking existing media
products from one, or all, of the
following sectors: audio/moving image,
publishing and interactive design.

Unit 3:
Students will apply and develop their
planning and production skills and
techniques to create a media product
in response to a client brief audience
and theme.
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BTEC Level 2 Tech Award
Business Enterprise
Exam Board: Edexcel

This qualification has been developed in consultation with
employers in the business enterprise sector to ensure it
enables students to develop the skills and behaviours that
will give them the best opportunity to be successful when
applying for work. 

Students will also enhance their broader skills in literacy and numeracy, which
will be invaluable in developing skills in communication (working with
colleagues, employers and clients), and research and project work (providing
students with an opportunity to demonstrate their reflective practice by
suggesting alternative approaches to a problem). 

The Award gives students the opportunity to develop sector-specific
knowledge and skills in a practical learning environment. The main focus is on
the knowledge, understanding and skills required to research, setup, run,
review and monitor an enterprise which includes:

• Development of key skills that prove students’ aptitude in planning and
carrying out an enterprise activity including market research, planning,
carrying out financial transactions, communication and problem solving.

• Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, such as the features and
characteristics of enterprises and entrepreneurs and the internal and
external factors that can affect the performance of an enterprise.

• Attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for
enterprise, including communicating and interacting with customers,
monitoring and reflecting on performance of enterprise and own use of
skills.

Entry Requirements:

There are no specific entry
requirements for the course.

This course is offered as part of the
Level 2 Pathway.

Other Course Information:

• There are no course costs if
students complete the course.

• It is possible to re-sit each exam
once before the end of the year
within specific time periods.

Course Summary:

Unit 1: The Business Enterprise
Environment
60 marks, externally assessed.

Unit 2: Researching a Concept for
a New or Revised Product or
Service
60 marks, internally assessed.

Unit 3: Promoting and Financing
an Enterprise Idea
60 marks, internally assessed.

Unit 4: Planning and Pitching an
Enterprise Idea
60 marks, 25% external assessment.
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate 
Health and Social Care
Exam Board: Edexcel

BTECs embody a fundamentally learner-centred approach
to the curriculum, with a flexible, unit-based structure and
knowledge applied in project-based assessments. They
focus on the holistic development of the practical,
interpersonal and thinking skills required to be able to
succeed in employment and higher education.

You may be interested in a career working in the health professions such as
nursing, mental health, midwifery, health visiting, occupational therapy,
paramedic technician and so on, but may not be sure yet. You may also be
interested in a career in Social Care work such as social work, working in a
care home, working with people with additional needs. Again, this course will
give you a chance to decide or confirm whether this is what you want to do.

Extended Certificate – Units (4 in total)

• Human Lifespan Development (Examination)

• Working in Health and Social Care (Examination)

• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs (Assignment)

• Physiological Disorders and their care (Assignment)

Diploma – Units (8 in total)

• Human Lifespan Development (Examination)

• Working in Health and Social Care (Examination)

• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs (Assignment)

• Physiological Disorders (Assignment)

• Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care (Examination) 

• Principles in Safe Practice in Health and Social Care (Assignment) 

• Promoting Public Health (Assignment)

• Supporting individuals with additional needs (Assignment)

Entry Requirements:

Five grade 9–4 at GCSE

98% attendance in Years 10 and 11.
The course is dependent on full
attendance as it is coursework based.

Individuals with alternative
qualifications will be considered at
interview.

Other Course Information:

Health and Social Care is most suited
to students who prefer and do well at
assignments and who prefer active
learning styles such as discussion,
leading a teaching session, producing
a display, giving presentations,
interviewing people.

Qualifications:

BTEC Level 3 National Extended
Certificate
Equivalent to 1 A-level.

BTEC Level 3 National Diploma
Equivalent to 2 A-levels.

Grading:
Extended Certificate Diploma
Distinction* (D) D*D*

Distinction (D) D*D

Merit (M) DD

Pass (P) DM

MM

MP

PP
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate 
Health and Social Care

Why study Health and Social Care? 

If you have not got your health, what have you got? You will explore questions
such as, how does a disease such as Diabetes, Parkinson’s disease or
Coronary heart disease impact on the life of individuals. How do you become
an effective communicator? 

This course will provide you with transferable knowledge and skills that
prepare you for progression to university.

Topics that you will study include Equality, Diversity and Rights, Research
Methods, Development Stages, Safeguarding, Promoting Health and
Wellbeing, amongst other topics.

You will consider the real impacts to people living with conditions or illnesses
such as the social, financial and psychological impacts, not just the signs,
symptoms and treatment of faceless conditions or illnesses. You will also learn
about the legislation and guidance supporting health and social care, so that
you can ensure the people you are working with are not only able to access all
the care and support they are entitled to, but are also able to protect
themselves from any harm or abuse.

This coming year (2022), we will be looking to re-introduce work experience in
Health and Social Care settings. This will provide students with a vocational
context in which they can develop the knowledge and skills required for their
chosen career paths e.g. Nursing, Social Work, Physiotherapy, Occupational
Therapy, Speech Therapy etc.
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate 
Performing Arts (Dance)
Exam Board: Pearson

This course is designed for learners who have an interest in
the Performing Arts, in particular Dance which is the entire
focus area of study for this examination.

Learners will study four units of work which bring together knowledge and
understanding with practical and technical skills. Learners will be assessed
through a variety of means including set vocational tasks, written evidence of
research, presentations, written journals, demonstration of practical and
technical skills and extended writing in a written examination.

Entry Requirements:

Five grade 9-4 at GCSE

Individuals with alternative
qualifications will be considered at
interview.

Course Summary:

Three mandatory units:

Unit 1: Investigating
Practitioners’ Work
Research, critical analysis and
extended writing skills that aim to
support learners’ progression to
higher education. Learners will gain a
good understanding of the work of
influential practitioners to inform their
own work and practice.

Unit 2: Developing Skills and
Techniques for Performance
An introduction to the performing arts
where learners will develop the
appropriate skills and techniques in
the performance discipline of dance.

Unit 3: Group Performance
Workshop
Group performance, where learners
will develop the creative skills
essential for dance. They will develop
physical techniques as well as wider
transferable skills, such as being able
to work collaboratively, personal
management and organisation
(rehearsals, time-management),
being able to give and take direction,
confidence in front of an audience,
problem solving (refining the process)
and teamwork (essential when
dancing as a group). Learners will
understand different audiences in
different environments and will learn
to adapt a performance to engage the
target audience.

One Optional unit:
This is subject to change according to the learners but may include: Contemporary Dance
technique, Movement in Performance, Improvisation, Choreography for Live Performance
or The Healthy Dancer.

Other Course Information:

Learners will be expected to train their body outside of lessons by attending extra-
curricular classes within/outside of school. Dance trips will be offered to visit Universities
along with theatre trips to view live performance. Visiting professional practitioners will
also be invited to teach dance workshops within the curriculum. There will also be a
minimum of three performance opportunities in a professional theatre for each year of
the course.
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate 
Performing Arts (Dance)

“I have never felt as confident and
comfortable as I do  when dancing with my
BTEC group. I have never been a confident
person, but Dance has brought out a whole
new side of me. BTEC Performing Arts
nurtured my growing talent with the unique
opportunities it provided, such a
practitioner workshops, visits to University
and performance opportunities throughout
the year. You are constantly presented with
new and exciting challenges that help you
develop your technique and your own
personal movement style.”
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BTEC Level 2 Certificate in
Public Services
Exam Board: Pearson

This qualification is for learners who want to start a career
in Public Services. It is designed for post-16 learners who
wish to have a full time focus on public services such as
the Police, Fire or Armed Services. It is an ideal
qualification if they are intending to progress directly to
employment in the public services sector, or progress to a
Level 3 qualification. 

In addition, learners will develop transferable and practical skills in
communication, professional behaviours in the workplace, reflective practice
and preparing for interviews to secure employment. 

The rationale for this qualification is to: 

• Inspire and enthuse learners to consider a career in the Public Service
sector 

• Give learners the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and understanding
of, and develop skills in, the public service sector

• To enter employment within a wide range of junior job roles across the
public service sector, for example entry level jobs within the armed services
or non-uniformed services.

Entry Requirements:

There are no specific entry
requirements for the course.

This course is offered as part of the
Level 2 Pathway.

Other Course Information:

• This course is the equivalent to 
one GCSE

• There are no course costs if
students complete the course

• It is all coursework based with no
exam.

Course Summary:

Unit 1: The Role and Work of the
Public Services

Unit 2: Working Skills in the
Public Service Sector

Unit 3: Employment in the Public
Services

Unit 5: Health, Fitness and
Lifestyle for the Public Services
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BTEC Level 3 National 
Extended Certificate in 
Uniformed Protective
Services
Exam Board: Pearson

Demand for Public Services in the UK remains high, despite
the increased involvement of the Private or third sector in
their delivery. Public Services, provided by Government
such as law enforcement, health, defence and central and
local Government remain in demand and whilst growth has
slowed, will continue to have a vital role in the economic
and social welfare of the nation. 

The Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Public Services has
the purpose of helping people to become occupationally ready to take up
employment in the public services sector at the appropriate level. This can
follow either directly after achieving the qualification, or via the stepping stone
of Higher Education (HE) in university or college. By studying a BTEC National,
students develop knowledge, understanding and skills required by the sector,
including essential employability skills, and apply them in real work contexts.

With a combination of written tasks and practical exercises that encourage
students to demonstrate skills related to the public services, this course is
ideal in providing learners with the relevant tools needed to pursue a
rewarding and successful career in whatever service they choose. 

Entry Requirements:

Five passes at GCSE including
English Language and Mathematics.

An interest in joining or working
alongside a particular service
although not compulsory.

Course Summary:

Unit 2: Behaviour and Discipline
in the Uniformed Protective
Services

Unit 5: Teamwork, Leadership
and Communication in the
Uniformed Protective Services 

Unit 15: : Introduction to
Criminology 

Unit 19: Professional
Development in the Uniformed
Public Services 

Other Course Information:

• Equivalent in size to one A-level

• Four units, two of which are
mandatory and one is external

• Mandatory content (67%)

• External assessment (33%).
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BTEC Level 3 National 
Extended Certificate in 
Uniformed Protective
Services
“I decided to take public services as I have
been interested in joining the police force.
This course is the equivalent to 1 A-level
and has provided me with a vast range of
knowledge and skills on not only the public
services, but as a potential employee in
other career choices. I have enjoyed taking
part in the large amount of practical
elements to the course as it provides an
alternative to sitting behind a desk or
computer. I have also enjoyed looking into
topics such as crime, government and the
effects of war and terrorism, as these are
increasingly relevant to us as we prepare to
leave education and step out into the world.” 

“My second year on the course has been full
of new experiences, opening new ideas and
views on different subjects such as the
structure and purpose of government, the
impact of war and terrorism, and
criminology. My favourite unit has been
‘Unit 2: Leadership and Teamwork in the
Public Services’ as it forced us to build our
confidence when briefing our classmates on
how to complete a team task. Furthermore,
this allowed us to demonstrate leadership
qualities, and allowed us to develop better
communication skills.”
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BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate
Sport
Exam Board: Pearson

This course encourages students to analyse the concept of
performance from a range of physiological, psychological,
applied areas. Through the diversity of its content, this
course provides a whole array of skills for life such as
communication, dealing with pressure, split second
decision-making, analysing and evaluating performance,
and more which would be suitable for any career path.

Assessment is applied through continuous and applied scenarios ideal to be
able to both challenge and support students as they progress through to
University pathways or apprentices placements. This challenging and
rewarding course aims to encourage students to:

• Review their current participation in physical activity and identify the
importance of their involvement as a player, or coach, identifying best
practice at both recreational and performance level. 

• Create a development plan and a life plan for their participation in physical
activity reviewing sports development.

• Enable students to gain an insight into how the body systems affecting
performance respond to exercise. 

• Develop an understanding of the psychological factors influencing behaviour
and learning in sports and physical education, linking to the coaching and
learning of skills in a sporting environment. 

• Develop an ability to appreciate the relationship between theory and practice
and to apply theoretical knowledge to develop an understanding of practical
performances in sports, from grass roots to elite level.

• Fundamental principles of training and nutritional planning to improve
welling being and to further improve participation and performance by
reviewing lifestyle factors. 

Who is the course for?
• Students who are considering further study in Sport and Exercise Science,
Sports Development, Teaching,Coaching, Armed Forces or Sport Technology.

• Students considering a career in journalism, retail, manufacturing or
professional sport.

• Students who have a genuine interest and aptitude for physical education
and sport, but at present do not intend to take the study of the subject
beyond A-level, can use their grades as UCAS entry points for any other
further study or degree course.

• Apprenticeships in coaching and personal training have also proved to be
popular exit routes for our students. 

Entry Requirements:
6‐9 GCSE Physical Education or L2
Merit or higher in BTEC Sport.

5‐9 GCSE English, Mathematics and
Science.

BTEC Course Summary:
Two external examinations. 

Two internal coursework units

Units:

• Anatomy & Physiology

• Fitness Training & Programming

• Professional Development in the
Sports Industry

• Practical Sport Performance

Other Course Information:
• PH6 Kit is available for practical
sessions.

• Previous trips have included Go
Perform – an elite training and
rehabilitation centre. 
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Business  
Exam Board: AQA

Business will give you an understanding of the problems
and decisions facing business people in the real world, as
well as the development of the study skills required for
higher education.

Business Studies is also good preparation for employment and vocational
study post-18. Through the activities carried out in class and outside, students
will also gain literacy, numeracy, presentational and team working skills.

Other subjects that combine well with Business include Computing,
Mathematics, Psychology, Sociology, Geography and Modern Languages.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to undertake further education courses in Business and
other related studies such as management 

• Students who want to enter the workplace post-18 and who need some
knowledge of businesses and how they operate.

Entry Requirements:

9–5 GCSE Mathematics.

9–5 GCSE English.

There is no requirement to have
studied the subject at GCSE.

A-level Course Summary:

Three two-hour units:

Subject Content: 
What is business?
• Managers, leadership and decision
making in improving:
– marketing performance
– operational performance
– financial performance
– human resource performance

• Analysing the strategic position of a
business

• Choosing strategic direction.

• Strategic methods: how to pursue
strategies.

• Managing strategic change

Other Course Information:

• Students would be expected to
contribute to the cost of any visits
or conferences.
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Chemistry
Exam Board: OCR A-level

We are following the OCR accredited specification, the
content of which is virtually the same as we have
successfully taught for the last few years. A-level (H432)
will be terminally assessed with each module exam taken
at the end of Year 13.

An A-level in Chemistry is an excellent qualification for a wide career choice
within Science, Industry or Commerce. Students with a firm background in
Chemistry have demonstrated themselves to be numerate, analytical and
practical with good problem solving, presentation and communication skills.
Jobs can be found in small to multinational chemical companies, as well as
business, banking, accountancy, marketing, advertising, teaching, the IT sector
and of course, research and design. An A-level in Chemistry is highly
respected and the salaries for Chemistry graduates are amongst the highest
for any subject at degree level.

Chemistry is often referred to as the Central Science because it joins together
Physics, Mathematics, Biology, Medicine, Earth Science, Forensic Science and
Environmental Sciences. Knowledge of the nature of chemicals and chemical
processes therefore provides insights into a variety of physical and biological
phenomena. For better, for worse, everything is chemical!

Practical Work
Practical work will continue to be a major part of A-level teaching, but will no
longer be examined in the laboratory as a coursework element. The new
specifications include practical questions in the written exams.

Individual Centres will need to allocate, monitor and assess practical work and
students must keep these files up to date at the end of each lab session. This
work must be filed and available for Inspection by awarding bodies on request.
This will lead to an “A-level Practical Endorsement”.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 or above in GCSE Combined
Science or GCSE Chemistry to be
accepted on the course. You will be
expected to be competent in your
knowledge of GCSE Chemistry.

Other Course Information:

The teaching will be supported by an
e-book based website Kerboodle and
we have invested in the appropriate
licences to allow our students to
progress independently as well as
under the guidance of our staff.

Course Summary:

A-level Chemistry Modules OCR A
(H432) June 2017
Paper 1: Periodic Table, Elements &
Physical Chemistry.

Paper 2: Synthesis & Analytical
Techniques

Paper 3: Unified Chemistry

There are 6 Modules with content:
Developing Practical Skills,
Foundations in Chemistry, The
Periodic Table & Energy, Core Organic
Chemistry, Physical Chemistry & the
Transition Elements, Organic
Chemistry & Analysis.

A more rigorous examination of the
students Mathematical skills will be
inherent in the new specification and
there is a “Maths Module” to support
this. The “Practical Endorsement” will
be reported separately as a pass or
fail.
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Chemistry

“I chose to take A-level chemistry as it
complimented my other chosen subjects.
The skills you develop are widely useful for
all STEM routes you might want to take
further.”

“Chemistry at Park House School is taught in
an engaging way that brings the topic to life.
Lesson plans are built around the students,
to ensure students understand every topic
in depth. I look forward to my lessons each
week, chemistry A-Level is fun.”
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Computer Science
Exam Board: AQA

The scientific study of computers can provide opportunities
for careers working with a variety of computer systems.
These range from engineering and scientific studies to
programming and systems analysis. The course provides
students with computational thinking skills of abstraction,
decomposition, algorithmic thinking and generalisation.

Computer Science covers both the current technologies and perceived advances
in both hardware and software, enabling students to meet the demands of a
highly skilled IT focused business and industrial sector. The course also provides a
firm basis for further studies in higher education in Computer Science and related
subject areas. The course is a very technical one with detailed knowledge of a
computer’s internal workings, binary number systems and object orientated
programming skills required.

Students will learn to:
• develop computational thinking skills in order to solve problems

• know how Computer Science can make the world a better place through
learning how Computer Science helps society

• develop an understanding of the range of applications of computers and the
effects of their use

• develop an understanding of the organisation of computer systems including
software, data, hardware, communications and people

• acquire the skills necessary to apply this understanding to developing
computer-based solutions to problems.

Students will learn to:
• Develop an understanding of the main principles of systems analysis and
design, methods of problem formulation and planning of solutions using
computers, and systematic methods of implementation, testing and
documentation.

• Develop their capacity for critical thinking, see relationships between different
aspects of the subject and perceive their field of study in a broader perspective.

• Develop their project management skills and understanding of the need for
team working.

Entry Requirements:

9–6 GCSE Computer Science or
equivalent.

9–6 GCSE Mathematics & English
Language.

These grades are a requirement for
entry onto the course due to the
technical nature of the subject.

Who is the course for?

• students who are interested in the
technical side of computing, such
as network architecture,
programming techniques and
machine architecture

• students who like the challenge of
problem solving and system design

• students interested in technical
engineering subjects such as
electronic engineering at university
or college or those with an interest
in the application of computing
such as artificial intelligence or
computer programming

• students who are interested in a
career in a technical field such as
engineering, the sciences and
network management.

A-level Course Summary:

Paper 1 : On Screen Exam (40%)

Paper 2 : Written Exam (40%)
NEA—Coursework (20%)
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Computer Science
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Design and Technology
Product Design
Exam Board: OCR

A-level D&T - Product Design develops the methods
students use to problem solve, their ability to analyse
existing design and use it to inspire their own ideas, and,
whether working individually or collaboratively, help
improve their own, and others, design and manufacturing
outcomes. Students develop their creative, practical and
entrepreneurial skills to meet the increased rigour and
understanding required at A-level, applying this to their A-
level NEA/coursework involving a client/stakeholder, and
the in-depth nature of the A-level exam questions.

A-level Design and Technology perfectly compliments Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology or Art and Design at A-Level, or can be used as a
contrasting subject with English, History, Geography or Modern Languages.

The course will provide candidates with the ability to:
• Be open to taking design risks, showing innovation and enterprise whilst
considering their role as responsible designers and citizens.

• Develop their capacity to think creatively, innovatively and critically through
focused research and the exploration of design opportunities arising from
the needs, wants and values of users and clients.

• Develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of materials,
components and processes associated with the creation of products that
can be tested and evaluated in use.

• Be able to create and analyse a design concept and use a range of skills
and knowledge from other subject areas, including Maths and Science, to
inform decisions in design and the application or development of technology.

• Work collaboratively and/or independently.

• Have a critical understanding of the wider influences of D&T, including
Cultural, economic, environmental, historical and social factors.

• Become empathetic and successful designers

Who is the course for?
Students who are considering following degree, or further education, courses
in Design, Product Design, Graphic Design, Furniture Design, 3D Design,
Computer Aided Design, Industrial Design, Computer Graphics, Jewellery
Design, Animation, and Engineering Disciplines.

Entry Requirements:

Level 9-6 in GCSE Design &
Technology, or another creative
subject, plus ability in Maths and
Science.

Other Course Information:

• Students are expected to buy
specialist equipment and materials
to assist them in their studies – a
full list will be made available.

• Students are expected to cover the
main costs of their product
manufacture work.

• Students may be offered the
opportunity to attend some design
related visits and lectures, which
will require them to cover the cost
of ticket price and travel to the
event.

A-level Course Summary:

Product Design
(H406/01/02/03/04)

H406/01 – Principles of Product
Design
80 mark exam – 1hr 30mins written
paper - 26.7% of total A-level

H406/02 – Problem Solving in
Product Design
70 mark exam – 1hr 45mins written
paper - 23.3% of total A-level

H406/03 and 04 – Non Examined
Assessment (NEA)
Interpretation – Product Design
100 marks - Approx 65 hours of
NEA – 50% of total A-level
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Design and Technology
Product Design

“I’ve really enjoyed working with a client
during the NEA process, as this has
broadened my thinking, and really focused
my thinking on the problem they want me to
solve, as they are key to the design
decisions I am making.”

“I wanted to keep a broad range of subjects
at A-level, and the problem solving, and
practical element of A-level D&T appealed to
me and was very different to the other
subjects I was taking at A-level.”

Next steps:

Olly Simpson – Senior Designer at Tin Horse Ltd

Hannah Warrick – Freelance Designer

MJ Hygate – Artist at Painting Practice animation studios

Michael Randall – Gearbox Mechanic for McLaren Racing

Noah Wood-Recio – Motorsport Engineering at Oxford Brookes

Alex Tu – Degree Apprenticeship at Benchmark Furniture
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Drama and Theatre Studies
Exam Board: AQA

Extend your interest and enjoyment in drama and theatre
through your development of dramatic and theatrical skills.
Encourage your knowledge and understanding of the social
and cultural contexts of drama and theatre through detailed
study of dramatic texts, and of the work of prescribed
theatre practitioners. 

Develop your ability to respond critically and sensitively to a range of drama
texts and to theatre in performance, through studying and attending theatrical
performances of drama written in different periods, in different styles with
different aims.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to develop skills in public presentation, collaboration,
project management and effective concise writing.

• Students who are looking to take up careers for which drama and theatre
studies is relevant. These might include stage management, lighting/sound
design, theatre in education, performing arts etc.

Why Take A-level Drama and Theatre?
• Oral Communication Skills Theatre studies will develop your confidence
in speaking clearly, lucidly, and thoughtfully – essential to any career path.

• Creative Problem Solving Abilities Many companies believe that creative
problem-solving is essential. You will you learn about using creative
processes to solve problems – useful in any walk of life. 

• More than “get it done” A-level Theatre Studies students learn to give
more than the bare minimum.

• Willingness to Work Cooperatively A-level Theatre Studies teaches you
to work effectively with different people. Employers look for team players. 

• Time management skills Good time management is enormously
important to employers. 

• Respect for Colleagues Mutual respect is essential in Theatre Studies 

• Adaptability and Flexibility You will learn to try new ideas, accept new
challenges, and have the ability to adapt to constantly changing situations
and conditions. 

• Leadership Skills You will have many opportunities to assume leadership
roles. Leadership training like this is invaluable in the world of work.

• Enjoyment – “This is Fun!” When you enjoy something you are much
more likely to succeed at it. So join A-level Drama, work hard, achieve well
and enjoy the process along the way!

Entry Requirements:

9–6 GCSE Drama (both written and
practical).

9–6 English.

Other Course Information:

• Typical course costs = £100 per
year.

A-level Course Summary:

Component 1: Drama & Theatre
Written exam: 3 Hours. Open Book.

80 Marks, 40% of A-level.

Component 2: Creating Original
Drama
Working notebook. Devised
performance. 60 marks in total, 30%
of A-level.

Component 3: Making Theatre
(Practical)
Performance of Extract 3. Reflective
report. 60 marks, 30% of A-level.
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Drama and Theatre Studies

“Although it was a contrast to my other
subjects, I took A-level Drama as a more
daring pick, and am glad to say I made the
right choice. Drama at Park House has given
me the opportunity to explore the world of
theatre and has opened up my world to a
whole new wealth of possibilities.”

“I love creating theatre with my classmates
as well as learning about Drama theory and
famous theatre practitioners.”

“I love Drama because it brings out a side of
me I don’t normally explore and it helps my
confidence in life. Drama has really changed
my life and I’m really glad I chose this
subject.”
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Economics
Exam Board: AQA

Studying Economics will give you an understanding of the
UK economy and the role of government economic policy
within this, as well as the development of the study skills
required for higher education. 

Economics is also highly regarded by many employers. Through the activities
carried out in class and outside, students will also gain literacy, numeracy,
presentational and team working skills.

Economics combines well with most other subjects but in particular with
History, Geography, Sociology and Mathematics.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to undertake further education courses in Economics
and other related studies such as accountancy.

• Students who want to enter the workplace post-18 and who need some
knowledge of the economy and the role of government.

Entry Requirements:

9–6 GCSE Mathematics and English.

A-level Course Summary:

Paper 1: Markets
Data response and essay question.
33.3% of A-level.

Paper 2: The National and
International Economy
Data response and essay question.
33.3% of A-level.

Paper 3: Economic Principles and
Issues
Multiple choice and case study.
33.3% of A-level.

Other Course Information:

Students would be expected to
contribute to the cost of any visits
and conferences.



32

01635 573911     /ParkHouseSchool     @PHSNewbury    office@parkhouseschool.org     www.parkhouseschool.org

English Language
Exam Board: AQA 

The study of English Language gives you a wide variety of
transferable skills that are highly prized by Higher
Education and employers. As well as writing for particular
audiences and purposes, you will learn to critically analyse
written, electronic and spoken texts. Additionally, you will
identify arguments and express informed and independent
opinions.

A number of Higher Education courses and occupations are open to students
with A-level English Language, particularly in areas such as Journalism, Media
and Law.

The study of English Language would complement A-levels in English
Literature, Modern Languages, History, Psychology or Sociology.

Who is the course for?
• Students who have a keen interest in both written and spoken
communication and how these can be used to influence opinions and
decisions.

• Students who need a good basis for any of a wide range of courses and
careers in the arts, the media, journalism, advertising, editing, social
sciences and teaching.

Entry Requirements:

9–6 GCSE English and English
Literature

We would expect you to have a
passion for analysing language and
writing in a precisely crafted style.

ICT skills would be an advantage.

A-level Course Summary:

Component 1: Language, the
Individual Society
2 hours 30 minutes written exam.

100 marks – Section A 70 marks and
Section B 30 marks.

Component 2: Language Diversity
and Change
2 hours 30 minutes written exam.

100 marks – Section A 70 marks and
Section B 30 marks.

Component 3: Non-exam
Assessment
Language Investigation 50%.

Original Writing and Commentary
50%. 
20% of A-level.

Other Course Information:

• All the required reading can be
found in the school library but if
students wish to purchase core
books then that is encouraged.

• All students will be given a reading
list when they enrol on the course.
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English Language

“After studying English Language at A-Level,
I have a renewed appreciation for the 
power of language and how it shapes 
and influences the world around us. The
course is varied and interesting and totally
different from any English Language study 
I completed at GCSE.”

“I have really enjoyed working with so many
varied texts and publications. My ability to
‘see through’ language for meaning is a skill
which I know I will find invaluable in the
future.”

“There are so many concepts and issues
which I had never considered before
studying English Language. From the way
men and women use language differently
right through to how children acquire
language – topics are thought provoking
and varied – I would definitely recommend.”
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English Literature
Exam Board: AQA A-level Specification B

English Literature A-level is a subject accepted by all H.E.
establishments and is particularly suited for degree
courses in English Literature, Humanities, Social Sciences
and Law.

A-level English Literature is a particularly good subject to combine with English
Language, Modern Languages, Theatre Arts, History, Geography, Sociology and
Psychology. English Literature could lead to a career in business, journalism,
publishing, the media, law or teaching.

You will acquire and use a wide range of skills during the course. Amongst
others will be the ability to analyse, debate and communicate. You will also
learn essay planning, structuring, and writing as well as research, team work,
investigative and reading skills.

Who is the course for?
• Students who have a passion for literature and enjoy lively debate and
discussion as an integral part of learning.

• Students who need a good basis for any of a wide range of courses and
careers in the arts, social sciences and teaching.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 9–6 GCSE in 5 subjects.

Grade 9–6 GCSE English.

Individuals with alternative
qualifications will be considered at
interview.

Other Course Information:

• Texts £50 (approx.)

• Variable costs for study days, visits
to plays and museum entry.

A-level Course Summary:

Paper 1: Literary Genres: Aspects
of Tragedy
2 hours 30 minutes written exam.
Closed book. 
75 marks – 40% of A-level.

Othello by William Shakespeare

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

Selected Poetry of John Keats

Paper 2: Texts and Genres:
Elements of Political and Social
Protest Writing
3 hour written exam. Open book. 
75 marks – 40% of A-level.

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret
Atwood

The Kite Runner by Khaled Housseini

Songs of Innocence and Experience
by William Blake

Non-exam Assessment: Theory
and Independence
Assessed by teachers, moderated by
AQA. 50 marks – 20% of A-level.

Students choose their own poetry and
prose texts for this assessment.
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Finance
Certificate in Financial Studies (Cefs)

Cefs provides students with the opportunity to develop
skills that are relevant to everyday life. By the end of the
one year course it is anticipated that students will be
confident and informed financial services consumers. They
will learn to plan their finances and develop an
understanding of how external factors and the financial
services industry impact upon an individual's finances.

Unit 1:
The Personal Life cycle, Payment Methods, Everyday Banking, Savings
Products, Borrowing Products, Providers, Budgets and Forecasts, Dealing with
Unexpected Events, Dealing with Debt, Earnings.

Unit 2:
Needs, Wants, Aspirations, Savings and Investment Products, Borrowing
Products, Dealing with Long Term Risk, Financial Planning, Financial Planning
and Informed Choices, Dealing with Unforeseen Events, Ethics and
Sustainability, Sources of Information and Advice, Making an Informed Choice.

Diploma in Financial Studies
This builds further on the knowledge acquired in Cefs (Certificate in Financial
Studies) and provides the students with the knowledge and skills to meet their
longer term needs, wants and aspirations. It encourages them to analyse and
evaluate the different financial packages so that they can make informed
decisions on e.g. mortgages, savings, pensions etc.

Unit 1:
Sustainability of an Individuals Finances.

Unit 2:
Sustainability of the Financial Services System.

Entry Requirements:

There are no specific entry
requirements for the course.

Students wishing to complete the
Diploma in Financial Studies must
have passed Cefs.

Other Course Information:

• There are no course costs if
students complete the course.

• It is possible to re-sit each exam
once before the end of the year
within specific time periods.

Course Summary:

Cefs
Units 1 & 2:

Multiple choice question paper and
written paper at the end of each unit.

The course will earn 60 UCAS points
for an A grade pass.

Diploma in Financial Studies.
Units 1 & 2:

Multiple choice question paper and
written paper at the end of each unit.

The course has A-level accreditation
and will earn UCAS points in the
same tariff.

The Cefs marks will be added to the
Dips marks to achieve a final grade.
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Geography
Exam Board: Edexcel

Geography is a popular post-16 subject. It combines well
with sciences and technology, social sciences and the arts
to offer access to a range of degree courses and careers.
The Geography Department is well resourced with a wide
range of text books, DVDs and journals. Fieldwork and
research is an integral part of the course.

Who is the course for?
• Students interested in careers as diverse as geology, civil engineering, social
services, law, journalism, architecture, personnel management, countryside
management, environmental management and town planning.

• Students with a genuine interest in the subject who wish to study a subject
that links well with many other courses.

A-level Paper 1
Tectonic Processes and Hazards, Landscape Systems, Processes and Change,
The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The carbon cycle and energy security.

A-level Paper 2
Regenerating places, globalisation, superpowers and Health, human rights and
intervention.

A-level Paper 3
Three synoptic themes within the compulsory content areas: Players, Attitudes
and Actions, Futures and Uncertainties.

Coursework: Independent Investigation
Non-examined assessment 20% of the qualification.

The student defines a question or issue for investigation, relating to the
compulsory or optional content. The topic may relate to any aspect of
geography contained within the specification.

Entry Requirements:

9-5 GCSE Geography.

Staff will assess the individual merits
of students interested in taking
Geography as an A-level option.

Other Course Information:

Students are required to do at least
four days of fieldwork during the 
A-level course.

• Coasts fieldwork – Swanage: three
days residential – £170 in October
of Year 12.

• Regenerating Places – one day in
the summer term of Year 12.

A-level Course Summary:

Paper 1: 
2 hour 15 minutes written exam.
30% of A-level

Paper 2: 
2 hour 15 minutes written exam.
30% of A-level

Paper 3: 
2 hour 15 minutes written exam.
20% of A-level

Coursework:
Independent Investigation.
20% of A-level
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Geography

“I find that the wide range of content covered
in Geography is really relevant and
applicable to my other subjects.”

“A-level Geography is so much more than
what takes place in the classroom.” 

“Geography is a great thing to take to add
another dimension to your A-level choices.”

“My four subjects are Maths, Biology,
Chemistry and Geography, and whilst it may
initially seem that Geography is the odd
man out of those options, I was surprised at
the links between my subjects in the A-level
course, particularly the statistical skills in
Maths and the analytical skills required in
Biology.” 

“For anyone who enjoyed GCSE Geography,
has a real interest in the world around them
and enjoys analysis, problem solving and
independent learning, I would definitely
recommend Geography at Park House.”  
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History
Exam Board: AQA 

History is a popular subject post-16 and opens the door to
various career opportunities such as accountancy,
marketing, education, law and the civil service. The subject
provides you with an opportunity to further enhance your
analytical and communication skills.

The History department is well resourced and you will have access to a variety
of texts, DVDs and up-to-date magazine articles. You will also get the chance
to attend seminars given by specialist historians throughout the year on many
of the topics studied.

History combines well with many other subjects whether art or science based.
It is not unusual for students to take Mathematics, Physics and History.

The course involves elements of British and European history. Political,
economic and social issues are covered in depth.

History provides you with the opportunity to compare and evaluate different
interpretations offered by historians, e.g. was life for the German people better
under the Weimar government or Hitler and the Nazis?

There is much room for debate and discussion in lessons on material that has
already been prepared. There is also a significant element of source analysis
enabling you to use those skills developed at GCSE.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to undertake further studies in history, historical studies
or politics.

• Students who are looking to take up careers for which a history background
is relevant. These might include conservation work or environmental work,
town planning, building restoration or tourism.

• Students who believe that education is more than just about learning a
subject. At the Council of Europe they believe that: “historical awareness
should be an essential part of the education of all young people.” (The
Historical Association).

Entry Requirements:

9–6 GCSE History.

It is possible to take A-level History
with GCSE History. Students will be
considered on an individual basis
during interview and must have
grades 9–6 in GCSE English
Literature and English Language.

A-level Course Summary:

Year 12
Unit 1C The Tudors, 1485–1547 
20% of A-level

Unit 2O Democracy and Nazism:
Germany 1918-33 
20% of A-level

Year 12
Unit 1C The Tudors, 1547-1603 
20% of A-level

Unit 2O Democracy and Nazism:
Germany 1933-45 
20% of A-level

Coursework Unit Historical enquiry
course-work 
20% of A-level

Other Course Information:

Suggested purchases:

Subscription to ‘Modern History
Review’ £10.95.

Oxford AQA History Revision guides for
Democracy and Nazism and the
Tudors, £6.99 each.
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History

What are the topics?
Our curriculum follows British History during the Tudor era and the tumultuous
History of Germany 1918-1945. 

What are the lessons like?
In History we use different teaching styles to help you get the best results, but
also to prepare you for your next stage of your educational or employment
journey. In our lessons we use group work, presentations to help you develop
your confidence and public speaking skills, as well as guided and detailed
readings to support your learning.  

Where can History lead?
History is a diverse subject that can lead you into a multitude of fields from
media or business, to politics or journalism. Whilst the subject itself opens
many doors, it is the skills set that history offers which is truly remarkable.
Critical thinking, data analysis, source investigation, extended essay writing,
debate, presentations; these are all skills highly regarded by employers. 

Trips
At KS5 there are opportunities for several trips including the Auschwitz-Berlin
trip and day visits to the Houses of Parliament in London and Hampton Court.
These trips, especially our overseas residential trip, are very popular and help
you to immerse yourself in the History that you are studying. 
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Law
Exam Board: AQA 

Law will help develop students’ analytical skills and critical
thinking. It also develops problem solving skills through the
application of legal rules. Law complements studies in
many other subjects.

Studying Law gives students an understanding of the role of Law in today's
society and raises their awareness of the rights and responsibilities of
individuals. By learning about legal rules and how and why they apply to real
life, students also develop their analytical ability, decision making, critical
thinking and problem-solving skills. All these skills are highly sought after by
higher education and employers. 

Topics are clearly structured and include:

• The nature of law and the English legal system

• Private law 

• Public law 

• Legal skills

Who is the course for?
• Students with a willingness to work hard and put effort into this challenging
yet rewarding subject. 

• A willingness to engage in discussion and contribute to class debates as
well as learn from others. 

• An ability to work independently and research new topics.

Entry Requirements:

Five grade 9–6 at GCSE. 9–6 English
and History is recommended.

A genuine interest in Law and current
affairs.

A-level Course Summary:
Paper 1: The nature of law and the
English legal system (25%)

Criminal law (75%)

• Written exam: 2 hours

• 100 marks – 33% of A-level

A combination of multiple choice, short
answer and extended writing questions.

Paper 2: The nature of law and the
English legal system (25%)

Tort law (75%)

• Written exam: 2 hours

• 100 marks – 33% of A-level

A combination of multiple choice, short
answer and extended writing questions.

Paper 3: Human rights (75%)

The nature of law and the English
legal system (25%)

• Written exam: 2 hours

• 100 marks – 33% of A-level

A combination of multiple choice, short
answer and extended writing questions.

Other Course Information:

There are two suitable textbooks for
this course: 

AQA A-Level Law For Year 1

AQA A-Level Law for Year 2

There will be oppurtunities for trips to
the Supreme Court in London as well
as the Houses of Parliament in
Westminster.
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Mad Dog 
Rugby Academy
Thinking of Sixth Form? 
Could rugby be a platform for 
new possibilities?

“We aim to inspire young men by improving their rugby skills,
encouraging good values and ultimately giving players
confidence to be the best they can be on and off the pitch.”
Lewis Moody, CEO, Mad Dog Rugby.

The Mad Dog Rugby Academy offers students interested in rugby and sports
the opportunity to study their A-levels/BTEC whilst developing themselves as
young adults on and off the Rugby pitch. 

Former England Rugby Captain, Lewis Moody established the Mad Dog Rugby
Academy to empower young adults and continue their personal development,
using rugby as a foundation. The Academy Coach’s and Lewis help develop
students, Rugby skills, and Athletic Development. Whilst away from the rugby
field build well-rounded young adults by helping to boost their confidence,
leadership abilities, knowledge of nutrition through the wellness programme,
and injury prevention, alongside their athletic development.

What we do:
• We provide a player centred coaching approach to encourage problem-
solving and active, inquisitive players who strive to continually get better. 

• Run a comprehensive Athletic Development and Wellness programme.
Through these programmes we promote positive lifestyle changes to aid
players mental and physical health

• We create a positive environment that promotes all-round personal
development. 

• We provide a platform to support an individual’s transition into higher
education, apprenticeships or work through regular 1-1 coach mentoring
sessions and Individual Development Plans.

Student benefits:
• Study A-level/BTEC qualifications through the school Sixth Form

• Work experience opportunities in sport and business

• Opportunity to gain RFU accredited coaching and officiating qualifications.

The Rugby Programme:

• Skill based training

• Athletic development

• Analysis

• Wellness workshops

• Match fixtures

• Individual player profiling and goal
setting/feedback

• Coach and parental engagement

Playing Opportunities:

• NatWest National Schools Cup

• Rosslyn Park 7s

• Mad Dog 7s Tournament 

• Mad Dog Barbarians

• Regular local schools’ fixtures 
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Mad Dog 
Rugby Academy

“Compared to where I was before joining
Mad Dog, I feel happy with how I have
improved with skills on the pitch.”

“Being part of Mad Dog has generally helped
my mental health, I get less down and
anxious when things don’t go well.”

“I have a better understanding of the game
and my fitness has improved.”

“Being part of the Mad Dog squad has
massively helped with my confidence and
the support I have had from the players and
coaches has definitely helped me to get
through the last two years of school.”



43

01635 573911     /ParkHouseSchool     @PHSNewbury    office@parkhouseschool.org     www.parkhouseschool.org

Mathematics
Exam Board: Edexcel 

Sixth Form education which includes Mathematics is
always looked on most favourably by employers and
university admission tutors.

If you wish to study for a career in medicine, the sciences, engineering,
accountancy, computing, business, economics, or PE then Mathematics is
either a recommended or an essential A-level. If you wish to study for a career
in politics, law, languages, psychology or sociology then the complementary
skills you develop in Mathematics of logical and clear thought, will enhance
these subjects.

Mathematics is, of course, a fascinating subject in its own right. Many
students study it for the joy and the satisfaction that understanding it brings.

Who is the course for?
• Students who wish to undertake further studies in Mathematics, usually at
university.

• Students who are seeking a career in which Mathematics plays an integral
part. There are a range of careers including scientific, geographic and
technical all of which will benefit from an A-level in Mathematics.

• Students who have an interest and aptitude in the subject.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 7 GCSE Mathematics.

Students who obtain a grade 6 will
also be considered dependent on the
recommendation of their Year 11
teacher. These students will need
strong algebra skills to be accepted
onto the course.

A-level Course Summary:
Three Papers: 2 hours each

Paper 1: 33.3% of A-level 100 marks

Paper 2: 33.3% of A-level 100 marks

Paper 3: 33.3% of A-level 100 marks

Other Course Information:

Graphics Calculators are essential for
A-level Mathematics - approximately
£50.



44

01635 573911     /ParkHouseSchool     @PHSNewbury    office@parkhouseschool.org     www.parkhouseschool.org

“A-level Maths is awesome because it allows
you to expand your knowledge from GCSE
and learn about more interesting topics.” 

“I like the challenge of A-level Maths; it is so
satisfying when I get the answer right”

“A-level Maths is useful because it helps me
develop my problem-solving skills.” 

Mathematics
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Core Maths 
Equivalent to AS-level

Core Maths is designed for students who have a Grade 4 or
higher and enjoy Maths and want to take it further.
Particularly helpful for students interested in the social
sciences eg. Geography, Psychology, Business; who do not
have the confidence to study A-level Maths. It is to be taken
in addition to three A-levels or BTEC courses.

Why should you study it?
Core Maths gives you the chance to learn Maths to support your other
subjects, as well as giving you knowledge of real life Maths topics that you will
need as an adult. You will have the opportunity to study:

• Personal finance where you will learn about pensions, student loans, tax,
how to budget successfully, inflation and currency exchange rates.

• Types of data where you will learn about how to collect data, what types of
data are the most suitable and how to set up a modelling cycle.

• Representing data where you will find out the best way to represent your
data in different scenarios. 

• Estimation where you will learn how to make fast rough estimates in
situations which are difficult or impossible to measure.

• Critical analysis where you will look at data quoted in media and political
campaigns and decide if their argument is valid.

• Statistics where you will have the chance to learn some of the essential
statistics used across many A-level courses.

• Probability where you can apply knowledge from GCSE to real life scenarios
such as the chance of having a certain disease.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 7 or higher GCSE
Mathematics.

Course Summary:
The course consists of two
examinations with no coursework.

Other Course Information:

Core Maths is equivalent to an AS
Level and carries the same UCAS
points. The course is recognised by
universities and other higher level
institutions.
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Do you love Maths and want to know how it
can be used in the real world?

• Core Maths is for you

• Learn about personal finance

• Work with real life data

• Estimate solutions to real life problems

• Critically analyse newspaper and social
media headlines

“Core Maths is great for students who enjoy
their Maths lessons but feel that A-level
Maths is too challenging.”

“Core Maths helps my Maths skills in my
other A-levels.”

Core Maths
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Further Mathematics
Exam Board: Edexcel

Further Mathematics is an A-level qualification which both
broadens and deepens the mathematics covered in the 
A-level courses. It is designed to be taught alongside 
A-level Mathematics in Years 12 and 13.

Further Mathematics introduces new topics such as matrices and complex
numbers that are vital in many mathematics-related degrees. Students who
have studied the course find the transition to mathematics-related degrees far
more straightforward. It can also boost an individuals performance in A-level
Maths.

Students who are especially keen on Mathematics will really enjoy Further
Maths. It is a challenging qualification, which both extends and deepens
students knowledge and understanding beyond the standard A-level.

Who is the course for?
• Any student planning to study a mathematics related degree programme.
This covers a very wide range of academic areas – engineering, sciences,
computing, finance, economics, as well as mathematics itself.

• Further Mathematics qualifications are prestigious and are strongly
welcomed by universities. Students that do Further Maths are demonstrating
a strong commitment to their studies, as well as their learning.

• This course is ideal for those wanting to distinguish themselves as able
mathematicians in the university and/or employment market.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 7 GCSE Mathematics.

Students must also be studying
A-level Mathematics.

A-level Course Summary:
4 Papers of 1 hour and 30 minutes
each.
Paper 1 25% of A-level 75 marks
Paper 2 25% of A-level 75 marks
Paper 3 25% of A-level 75 marks
Paper 4 25% of A-level 75 marks

Complex Numbers, Matrices, Further
Algebra and Functions, Further
Calculus, Further Vectors, Polar
Coordinates, Hyperbolic Functions,
Proof, Differential Equations,
Trigonometry and Mechanics, Statistics
and Decision options

There is no coursework element in 
A-level Mathematics.

Other Course Information:

Graphics Calculators are essential for
A-level Mathematics – approximately
£50.
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Further Mathematics

“Further maths is awesome because it
challenges me in new ways and teaches me
how to solve complex problems”

“I love further maths because eiπ+1=0, it’s
exciting that two irrational numbers and an
imaginary number make -1.”

“Further maths is essential for studying
degrees in Maths, Physics and Engineering”
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Media Studies
Exam Board: AQA

Media Studies allows students to explore the worlds of film,
television, journalism and advertising in both theoretical
and practical ways. Starting with the four Key Concept
areas (Media Language, Media Audiences, Media Industries
and Representations in the Media), students will learn the
processes and ideas which power the media; before
moving on to practical work, including photography, film
making, audio recording, print publications and much more.

During their first year, students will be taught practical skills using industry
standard software and techniques. They will learn current production methods
expected of professionals which will enable them to complete a practical
portfolio.

Students will also be expected to explore a set of close study products (CSPs)
in depth, displaying their analytical skills and academic knowledge. The CSPs
include film, computer games, newspapers, advertisements, television series
and more.

During their second year, students will complete practical work and prepare for
the two exam papers. By exploring the wider historical, political and social
contexts of the media, students will gain a real world understanding of the
impact media has in everyday life.

Not only will this course prepare students academically, but it will also provide
them with the necessary skills and knowledge to secure a job in a vast range
of media industries.

Who is the course for?
• Students who are looking for careers in advertising, journalism, social media
or entertainment media.

• Students interested in film, television and radio.

• Students interested in current affairs and politics.

• Students who have a love of practical media: filming, photography,
computing.

Entry Requirements:

Level 5 or higher GCSE Media Studies
or Level 6 or more in GCSE English.

An interest in the media: film, television,
computer games, social/online media.
Computing skills such as video editing
and Photoshop skills would be an
advantage.

Other Course Information:

There are no course costs, however
students may wish to invest in their
own media equipment (cameras for
example) rather than borrowing from
the school. Students must actively
consume all types of media (not just the
texts that interest them). They should
watch a range of films, television, news
reports and engage with computer
games, magazines, radio and social
networks on a regular basis.

A-level Course Summary:
Paper 1: 
2 hour exam – 84 marks. 
35% of A-level. Explores the four key
concepts outlined in the theoretical
framework with relation to the CSPs.
Seven questions – some short response
and some extended response.

Paper 2: 
2 hour exam – 84 marks. 35% of A-
level. Explores the issues, debates and
wider contexts of the media. This
includes the historical, social and
financial contexts in relation to the CSPs.
Four extended response questions.

Paper 2: 
Portfolio of practical work – 70 marks
30% of A-level. Based on an annually
changing topic, students will create a
statement of intent and associated
media products for a specific audience
and theme. 
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Media Studies

“I encourage people to take media as it is a
great life skill, and in the age of modern
technology, understanding media helps to
protect me as well!” 

“It’s a great subject and I can use what I’ve
learnt here in my other subjects, especially
English.”

“Media Studies allowed me to be creative
and I’ve learnt how to interpret the media.
This has helped me be more confident in
day to day life!” 
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Modern Languages
French and/or Spanish
Exam Board: AQA

An A-level course in French and/or Spanish is very different
from a GCSE course in a language. The topics are more
adult e.g. Family and Society, Technology, Politics, Culture
and The Media including Film Studies. It will be an asset to
you for any University course whether the language is
studied at degree level or whether you choose a language
as an additional subject. It is also seen very positively by
employers.

A-level will help you to develop your existing language skills to a higher level of
competence. You should want to spend some time in the country whose
language you are studying, for example, taking part in a work experience and
developing your interest in the wider issues affecting that country.

Reading
You will be able to read/understand and extract information from written
passages in the target language taken from authentic sources, such as
magazines and newspaper reports or books.

Listening
You will be able to listen to and understand contemporary spoken language
and answer questions on what you have heard. The passages will be taken
from a range of sources such as news reports, interviews and discussions.

Speaking and writing
You will learn how to hold conversations and how to write essays and discuss
in the target language.

Who is the course for?
• Students who want to do a degree course in languages, or those who wish
to pursue a higher education course in another subject, but choose a
language option alongside it.

• Having a language at A-level will improve your employability, in particular
with companies which have international branches and is an excellent step
towards achieving your goals.

Entry Requirements:

Minimum Grade 6 at GCSE in the
relevant language.

Confidence in each of the four language
skills of listening, reading, writing and
speaking.

A willingness to work hard and with
enthusiasm, to participate not only in
lessons but in the extra activities which
are often on offer, e.g., study days, work
experience.

Other Course Information:

• Dictionary for home study – £15.00

• Set texts – £15.00

• Course books – £25.00

• Possible work exchange – 
approximately £500 

A-level Course Summary:

Unit 1 – 50% of A-level 
Listening/ Reading and Writing paper on
cultural, political and current aspects of
the target language and its society.

Unit 2 – 20% of A-level 
Understanding and written response in
target language of a film and a text that
have been studied.

Unit 3 – 30% of A-level 
Understanding and spoken response in
target language about an individual
research project; a theme studied.
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Modern Languages
French and/or Spanish

“I decided to take A-level in a language as I
had such a fascination with the culture and
wanted to further the knowledge I had at
GCSE. The A-level course really appealed to
me as it allows you to learn about history,
politics, gastronomy and more. There is
more depth and freedom in the A-level
course than at GCSE. I have really enjoyed
improving my language skills and I intend to
study abroad during my time at University.” 

“Learning a language broadens your horizons.
In an ever competitive world it really will
give you extra skills that others may not
have. Lessons are not only about the
grammar of the language but also the
history; sociology; politics and culture of
the countries where your chosen language
is spoken. Choosing a language as a
subsidiary option adds valuable points to a
degree helping with your final degree
classification. A language is like riding a
bicycle. It will stay with you. Can you risk
being without one in today’s world?”
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Music
Exam Board: Eduqas

The purpose of A-Level Music is to help you develop your
understanding and skills as a musician. They draw together
a wide variety of practical and academic aptitudes in order
to extend and enhance your experience and appreciation of
music.

The course embraces the three main disciplines of music: listening,
composing and performing, placing these in the context of detailed study of
selected musical works.

We work with students to develop performance practice and repertoire,
providing a variety of opportunities for performing to an audience so that
students can develop their confidence.

The listening element of the course extends the listening skills developed by
students at GCSE as well as widening students' knowledge of music history.
Students also develop their knowledge of music history by studying a series of
Set Works drawn from a variety of genres and musical eras. Music is a well-
respected course with universities due to the diverse skills, strong academic
element and the organisational skills required.

Who is the course for?
• Students who are already competent performers and want to develop their
understanding of music and musical skills further.

• Students who are considering studying music further (whether at music
college or university), and are possibly considering a career in music.

• Students who have an interest in and aptitude for the subject but who are
not planning to study music beyond A-level and will use the grade as UCAS
entry points for other courses.

Entry Requirements:

9-7 GCSE Music or similar musical
knowledge or experience.

AS Standard of performing set at
ABRSM Grade 6; A-Level is set to 
Grade 7.

Other Course Information:

There are no course costs if students
complete the course.

A-level Course Summary:

Component 1:Performing
Option A 35%
Option B 25%
A performance consisting of a minimum
of 3 pieces, solo and ensemble. One
piece to reflect the characteristics of
Western Classical music and another
one from a different area of study.

Component 2: Composition 
Option A 25%
Option B 35%
To compose two to three compositions
depending on which option is chosen.

One to be associated with the Western
Classical tradition.

Component 3: Listening and
Appraising
40% Written examination 2 hrs 15mins

Area of Study A: 
Western Classical Music

Area of Study C: 
Musical Theatre

Area of Study E: 
Into the Twentieth Century
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Physical Education
Exam Board: OCR

This course encourages students to analyse the concept of
performance from a range of physiological, psychological,
biomechanical and sociological viewpoints. Through the
diversity of its content, this course provides a whole array
of skills for life such as communication, dealing with
pressure, split second decision-making, analysing and
evaluating performance, and more which would be suitable
for any career path.

This challenging and rewarding course aims to encourage students to:

• Review their current participation in physical activity and identify the
importance of their involvement as a player, or coach.

• Create a development plan and a life plan for their participation in physical
activity.

• Foster an understanding of the sociological factors underpinning sport and
physical education.

• Enable students to gain an insight into the physiological and mechanical
factors affecting performance in sport and physical education.

• Develop an understanding of the psychological factors influencing behaviour
and learning in sports and physical education.

• Develop an ability to appreciate the relationship between theory and practice
and to apply theoretical knowledge to develop an understanding of practical
performances in sports, from grass roots to elite level.

Who is the course for?
• Students who are considering undergraduate study in Sport and Exercise
Science, Physiotherapy, Teaching, Coaching, Armed Forces or Sport
Technology.

• Students considering a career in journalism, retail, manufacturing or
professional sport.

• Students who have a genuine interest and aptitude for physical education
and sport, but at present do not intend to take the study of the subject
beyond A-level, can use their grades as UCAS entry points for any other
further study or degree course.

The course is overall 70% theory and 30% practical.

Entry Requirements:
9–6 GCSE Physical Education (if
studied).

9-5 GCSE English, Mathematics and
Science.

Other Course Information:

All students on the course must
purchase the A-level PE practical kit
which is currently a polo shirt and
hooded sweatshirt which must be worn
for all practical lessons and moderated
practical examinations. The cost is £45.

There is a visit to The University of Bath
in the first term, where students will
undertake laboratory and field based
fitness profiling. The cost is approx. £20.

A-level Course Summary:
Three externally assessed examinations.

Component 01: Physiological
factors affecting performance 
30% of A-level.
1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology.
1.2 Exercise physiology.
1.3 Biomechanics.

Component 02: Psychological
factors affecting performance 
20% of A-level.
2.1 Skill acquisition.
2.2 Sports psychology.

Component 03: Socio-cultural
issues in physical activity and sport 
20% of A-level. 
3.1 Sport and Society.
3.2 Contemporary issues in physical
activity and sport.
One non-examined assessment.

Component 04: Performance in
physical education 
30% of A-level.
4.1 Performance or coaching of an
activity. taken from the approved lists.
4.2 Written or verbal coursework.
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Physical Education

“I have enjoyed learning about how the body
responds to exercise. The Socio-cultural
side of the course has allowed us to
understand sport in the past, and how it has
shaped what we take part in today within
society, and the impact schools and role
models have on participation.” 

“I studied PE at GCSE and wanted to further
extend my understandingat A-level. PE has
helped me find a passion for sport and keep
growing my expertise and helped me decide
on my future. It’s an amazing course if you
love sport and want to extend your sport.”

“If you enjoy sport, then this course is for
you. From the History of Sport and how it
has impacted the sport we watch and play
today, to how the body reacts to exercise
and how we can optimise this. The subject
has inspired me to continue to learn about
sport at university on a Sports Science
course.” 

Activities:

Bath University Visit to the Sports Laboratories to see Sports
Science in action with Elite Performers.

Go Perform (Reading) visit to see Sports Rehabilitation of Elite
Performers.
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Physics
Exam Board: AQA

Physics appears in many areas of work, it is a key part of
science and technology. It deals with how and why things
behave as they do. It is used to solve problems:
environmental problems, social problems, technological
problems and more. It is about practical things but also
involves ideas such as the origin of the universe and the
tiniest building blocks of all materials.

The applications of physics are apparent in many of the things we see and use
at home, at school or at work: computers, CD players, microwave ovens and
body scanners are just some of the recent innovations that have become
available to us through physics. Current physics research makes it possible to
develop sophisticated products for tomorrow's world.

It is not compulsory for a student studying Physics to also be taking
Mathematics. As you will see if you read the syllabus in detail, it is “self-
contained”.

This means that no specialist A-level Mathematics content is required to take
Physics. However, experience shows that students studying A-level
Mathematics and Physics together find that the subjects complement each
other very well. There is some overlap in subject content and there can be no
doubt that studying the subjects together is an advantage. The new curriculum
requires that 40% of all marks awarded at A-level Physics are for the use of
higher maths skills and it is therefore important that higher maths has been
studied at GCSE.

Who is the course for?
• Students wishing to pursue higher education in Physics or in other subjects
such as courses with a technological and engineering base. Physics and
Mathematics are often compulsory A-level selections for entry to a university
engineering programme.

• Students who wish to pursue careers where a background in Physics would
be an asset. These might include electrical and mechanical engineering,
medical services, the civil service, armed forces, teaching and
telecommunications. Possibly via a higher apprenticeship route as an
alternative to a university programme.

• Students who are taking A-levels in other Sciences and/or Mathematics or
other relevant courses such as Design and Technology and want to take
Physics to support their studies.

Entry Requirements:

Grade 6 at least in GCSE Combined
Science or Grade 6 or above in GCSE
Physics. Grade 6 or above GCSE
Mathematics (Higher).

Students narrowly missing the
requirements will be considered at
interview.

A-level Course Summary:

First year of study towards the Full
A-level 
• Core content split into five modules.

• No practical examination but
practical skills will be examined in
the theory papers.

• Six set practicals to be completed in
year one.

Second year of study: 
• Three further modules PLUS an
option subject which will be either
Astrophysics or Engineering Physics.
We intend to teach the option that
most students wish to study.

• Three examinations of three hours
duration, each.

• All papers examine the whole
syllabus of eight modules (including
those from year one)

Paper 1: Year one plus the further
mechanics from year two.

Paper 2: Year two main content plus
cross syllabus content from paper 1.

Paper 3: Practical skills. There is no
practical examination but practical
skills will be examined in the third
paper.

There are six further set practicals to
be completed in year two.

A course practical record will be kept
and students who successfully
complete the skills required across the
two years will receive a practical
accreditation on their A-level.
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Politics
Exam Board: Edexcel

Politics is all around you; in the workplace, in schools, even
in your own home. Everyday, decisions are being made that
will affect the lives of millions of people in this country and
around the world. Yet what is Politics? What do politicians
do when they do politics? Similarly, what is Democracy? Is
Britain a democracy?

The aim of this course is two-fold. Firstly, to provide students with a sound
understanding of how our system of government works, the ‘actors’ that
influence the political process and the political ideas behind them as well as to
consider current issues and potential reforms. Secondly, to develop your skills
of independent investigative research and your ability to critically analyse
information; thereby enabling you to express your thoughts and ideas clearly,
concisely and construct a logical and forceful argument both verbally and in
writing.

The course makes full use of a wide range of teaching methods including
student presentations and debates as well as opportunities to attend seminars
and conferences. The course will seek to maximise opportunities of ICT and
trips to Parliament and visiting speakers.

Politics is a very well regarded subject for the following University courses and
careers: Journalism, Banking, Finance, Economics, Law, Business Studies,
European Studies, History, Philosophy, Sociology, the Media and other Social
Studies courses including Public Administration.

Who is the course for?
• Students with a willingness to work hard and put effort into this challenging
yet rewarding subject.

• A willingness to engage in political discussion and contribute to class
debates as well as learn from others.

• An ability to work independently and research new topics.

• An ability to present a reasoned and balanced argument both verbally and in
writing.

Entry Requirements:

Five grade 9–6 at GCSE. 9–6 GCSE
English and History are
recommended.

A genuine interest in Politics and
current affairs.

Other Course Information:

Edexcel’s A-level Politics textbook
costs £35 and covers the entire
course.There will also be an
opportunity to travel to Washington
DC and visit the Houses of Parliament
in Westminster.

A-level Course Summary:

Paper 1: UK Politics and Core
Political Ideas

You will examine Democracy and
Participation, Political Parties, differing
electoral systems, as well as the
political basis of Conservatism,
Socialism and Liberalism. Two-hour
written exam, 33% of qualification –
taught over Years 12 and 13.

Paper 2: UK Government and 
Non-core Political Ideas

You will examine the processes of
government by evaluating the UK
Constitution, Parliament, the Prime
Minister and the non-core political idea
of Anarchism. Two-hour written exam,
33% of – taught in Year 12.

Paper 3: Government and Politics
of the USA

This paper not only examines the
processes of American government
and politics, but also requires you
compare and evaluate them against UK
processes of government. Two-hour
written exam, 33% of qualification –
taught in Year 13.
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Politics

Topics
In Year 12 you will focus on the British political systems. You will examine how
people interact with politics on a daily basis, the impact of electoral systems
on the outcomes of elections and how the media can influence election results
and the agenda of the government. We will also scrutinise the inner workings
of Parliament. 

In Year 13 we then shift our focus to Political ideologies and American politics.
You will compare the American and British political systems and examine the
ways in which they are similar, but also very different! Exploring the political
ideologies of Conservatism, Socialism, Liberalism and Anarchy can also help
you to make sense of your own political beliefs. 

What are lessons like?
Reading and guided classroom learning await you in A-level Politics and a lot
of subjects to debate! 

Where can Politics lead?
An A-level in Politics lends itself to multiple career pathways from law, media
and journalism to management, the civil service and both local and national
government. The skills you develop as part of the programme open the doors
to plenty of subjects post A-level.

Trips
There is an annual trip to the Houses of Parliament and the UK Supreme
Court, which also provides the opportunity for you to put some questions to
our local MP as part of an education session. We have also previously run trips
to Washington D.C to visit the US Congress building, the US Supreme Court,
Lincoln memorial and the ultimate photo opportunity outside the White House. 
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Psychology
Exam Board: AQA

Have you ever wondered why you forget some things as
opposed to others? Have you ever thought about situations
that make you aggressive and why they do this? Have you
ever thought about why you obey some people but not
others? If the answer to all of these questions is yes, then
studying Psychology may be for you.

Psychology is a popular subject which is attractive to students because it
develops a range of valuable skills, including critical analysis, independent
thinking and gathering research. These skills are particularly relevant to young
people and are transferable to further study and the workplace.

What can the qualification lead to?
This course compliments many other A-levels such as one of the Sciences or
one of the Humanities to prepare for Higher Education in Psychology or more
general Higher Education courses. With further training, many students go into
jobs relating to all aspects of Psychology such as Counselling or Forensic
Psychology. Psychology also complements many other areas such as Business
and Sport.

Paper 1:
• Social influence
• Memory
• Attachment
• Psychopathology
Structured compulsory questions based on the above topic content. 
Questions include multiple choice, short answer and extended writing.

Paper 2:
• Approaches in Psychology
• Biopsychology – including the nervous system
• Research methods – including statistics
Structured compulsory questions based on the above topic content. 
Questions include multiple choice, short answer and extended writing.

Paper 3:
• Issues & Debates in Psychology
• Relationships – formation, maintenance and breakdown
• Schizophrenia – diagnosis and therapies
• Addiction – including gambling and smoking
Structured compulsory questions based on the above topic content. 
Questions include multiple choice, short answer and extended writing.

Entry Requirements:

Five level 9–5 grades at GCSE.

Grade 9–6 is required in an essay
based GCSE (e.g. History, English).

A-level Course Summary:

Paper 1:
Written exam: 2 hours
96 marks in total
33% of A-level

Paper 2: 
Written exam: 2 hours
96 marks in total
33% of A-level

Paper 3: 
Written exam: 2 hours
96 marks in total
33% of A-level
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Psychology

“'I really enjoy Psychology as it has given me
an insight into the human mind, and why we
behave as we do. Each lesson is filled with
so much information that is very valuable to
me in day to day life as I can observe others,
and have a somewhat understanding of why
they are behaving the way they are…” 

“'Since starting my A-Level Psychology
studies, I have had a huge fascination into
the study of the human mind and its
functions. The overwhelming support I have
received from the teachers has greatly
contributed to my success within the
subject.”

“A-Level Psychology has provided a great
insight into a broad range of useful and
fascinating topics. The content of the
lessons is always interesting and varied –
as well as often being applicable to
situations in the world around us.” 
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Sociology
Exam Board: AQA 

What is the purpose of education? Who decides on our
Government, the media or us? Would you be the same
person had you been born into a different family? What
does the average criminal look like? If these questions
intrigue you then this could be the subject for you..

Sociology is the study of how society is organised and how people interact and
experience life. It investigates the now and analyses the roles that various
institutions have in shaping our culture and beliefs. Delving into various
theories, Sociology’s subject matter is our society and our own behaviour. The
subject develops skills that are incredibly valuable within higher education and
employment. These are: critical thinking, producing clear and coherent
arguments and the ability to confidently express oneself verbally.

As a department we are innovative and thrive on the use of social media; we
are always looking for pioneering ways to communicate and for our students
to learn. We also enjoy visits from outside speakers, including those from
government departments such as the National Office for Statistics.

Sociology combines well with Economics, Psychology, Geography, English
Literature, History and Politics.

Who is the course for?
• Students who have a desire to know more about the world we live in and the
institutions in contemporary Britain that regulate our behaviour.

• Students wishing to take degrees in Sociology, Psychology, Social Work,
Health and Social Care, Anthropology, Theology, Philosophy, English, History
and Education.

• Students who are looking for careers in: education, health and social care,
personnel, marketing, counselling, politics, social work, journalism,
government research, childcare and advertising.

Entry Requirements:

Five level 9–5 grades at GCSE.

Grade 9–6 is required in an essay
based GCSE (e.g. History, English).

A-level Course Summary:

Unit 1: Education, Methods in
Context, Theory & Methods.
Written Paper – 2 hours. Questions
include short answer and extended
writing. 33.3% of the A-level.

Unit 2: Option Topics – Culture &
Identities Families & Households,
Health, Work, Poverty & Welfare,
Beliefs in Society, Global
Development, The Media ,
Stratification and Differentiation. 
Written Paper – 2 hours. Questions
include short answer and extended
writing. 33.3% of the A-level:

Unit 3: Crime and Deviance, Theory
and Methods. 
Written Paper – 2 hours. Questions
include short answer and extended
writing. 33.3% of the A-level.
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Tourism
Exam Board: WJEC/Eduquas Level 3

This qualification provides students with the underpinning
knowledge, understanding and skills associated with
tourism organisations and activities. It will provide a broad
basis for further or higher education or for moving into
employment. Careers in Tourism include Tourism
Management, Marketing, International Tourism and Event
Management.

The diploma in tourism enables students to gain essential employability skills
that are valued by employers and further and higher education, including:

• Literacy and numeracy

• Digital literacy

• Critical thinking & problem solving

• Planning and organising

• Creativity and innovation

• Personal effectiveness

WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Tourism (two years)
• The United Kingdom Tourism Product - To obtain an understanding of what
the UK offers inbound and domestic tourists and how the product has
developed in recent years. 25%

• Worldwide Tourism Destinations - To understand the factors that affect
choice of tourism destinations. 25%

• The Dynamic Tourism Industry – To understand that tourism is an ever
changing industry which has to change over time to meet customer needs.
25%

• Event and Itinerary Planning – To demonstrate knowledge of tourism when
planning services to meet customer needs. 25%

Who is the course for?
• Students who are interested in learning about tourism both around the world
and in the UK.

• Students who wish to progress into a career directly or indirectly linked with
tourism.

• Students who like both exams and coursework as the course is split into two
exams and two coursework modules.

Entry Requirements:

Five grade 9-4 GCSEs

Other Course Information:

Students will need to purchase a
textbook; approximately £15.

Course Summary:

Year 1: 
Paper 1 (exam) – The United
Kingdom Tourism Product.
1 hour 30 minutes. 
75 marks.

Paper 2 (Controlled Assessment)
– Worldwide Tourism
Destinations.
11 hours. 
100 marks.

Year 2: 
Paper 3 (exam) – The Dynamic
Tourism Industry.
1 hour 30 minutes. 
75 marks.

Paper 4 (Controlled Assessment)
– Event and Itinerary Planning.
11 hours. 
100 marks.
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Notes
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