
  Year 7 Year 8 

Term 
1 

Elements of Music  

Awareness and understanding of the elements of 
music. Working in groups and developing ensemble 
skills, developing a composition using the elements.  
 

Fanfares – Performance 

To be able to perform a fanfare. Listening skills to 
identify elements of music. Performing techniques, 
working in pairs or individually. Revision of notation 
and rhythm work.  

Term 
2 

Words and Music 

In groups to compose a piece of music using the 
elements of music, re telling the story of the Flannan 
Isle Lighthouse.  

Fanfares - Composition 

To understand characteristics of a fanfare to 
compose using compositional devices. Listening 
skills to identify elements of music and 
compositional devices 
 

Term 
3 

Rhythm  

Awareness and understanding of rhythm and 
notation. To create and notated rhythmic patterns, 
ensemble skills and rhythmical composition devices. 
Performance techniques through rhythm games. 
 

Performance of Popular Music 

Looking at the concept that popular songs are 
made from 4 chords.To perform a piece of music 
demonstrating the primary and secondary chords. 
Development of performance skills on the keyboard 
or guitar (performing a melody against an 
accompaniment), Working in pairs or individually. 
Revision of notation and rhythm work. 

Term 
4 

Notation  

Identifying the notes on the stave. How to find the 
notes on a keyboard. Compose a piece of music 
using the notes on the stave, revision of rhythm 
work. 
 

Composition of Popular Music 

An understanding of popular music features 
developed through musical performance from the 
previous term. To compose a piece of music with 4 
chords and melodies and development of aural 
analysis skills in recognising different styles of 
popular music. Notation and rhythm work revision.  
 

Term 
5 

Keyboard Skills  

Perform a piece on the keyboard on your own or 
with a partner and prepare musical performances. 
Review of rhythm and the elements of music. 
 

Reggae 

An understanding of Reggae Music and its 
characteristics, through aural skills and 
performance of a Reggae piece. Development of 
performance skills on the keyboard or guitar. 
Working in pairs or individually. Revision of notation 
and rhythm work. 
 

Term 
6 

Danse Macabre 

Skill development of notation, rhythm and the 
elements of music skills. To compose a piece of 
music to the video of the Danse Macabre. Working 
in groups to create music to accompany the action 
on the screen. Notation, rhythm, elements of music 
skills revision. Communication, aural skills of working 
in a group, 
 

Blues 

An understanding of Blues Music and its 
characteristics, through aural skills and 
performance of a Blues piece. Development of 
performance skills on the keyboard or guitar. 
Working in pairs or individually. Composition of a 
Blues piece in pairs or individually. Revision of 
notation and rhythm work. 
 

Students have one lesson of Music each week and are taught in tutor groups.  Homework is set every 2 weeks.  Students 
are assessed in all three aspect of the music curriculum (Performing, Composing, Listening and Appraising). There will be 
one main assessment for each topic at the end of the unit. This usually takes the form of a practical assessment in front of 
the class. 


